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An Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


To all Noble, * Well-bred, Berean-/ike Chriſtians, 
of cohat Party or Profeſſion ſoever. 


en firft this Sermon was publiſhr, it ſcarce ſeem'd credible 


conſiderable, or any thing he could ſay; bur ſome (thinking 
| to render ws odions) have clamour'd with ſuch Virelence and 
Outrage againſt as, as to force this Sermon a third time thro the Preſs : 
Hereupon I judge it expedient to inſcribe it to yeu, Noble Bereans, who 
are not only found in the practice of Phariſee Juſtice, in hearing and knowin 

what a Man doth before you j dg bim; But who do alfo, with all — 
of Mind receive the Word, and ſearch the Scriptures daily to ſee becher theſe 
thiggs are ſo or no. "Tis from you only among Men that I expect Juſtice, 
and tho your Number be ſmall, yet your Approbation I readily {er againſt 
Cenſures of all ſorts, which this Sermon hath met with for its Authors 
ſake, and the Author for it: ſake, beyond all bounds of Moderation. Ir 
is below me as a Chriſtian, and much more as one who by Divine Grace 
am coured faithful, and put into the Miniſtry, it is inconfiſtent with my 
Calling, and would be an hindrance to the multitude of my more weighty 
Affairs, to give a Reply to the many vain Cavils of one and another incens'd 
both againſt rhe Truths here deliver'd, and my ſelf the Diſpenſer of them. 
It is reſolved by many to believe every thing, and to take al for Confuta- 
tion chat is ſaid or ſcribbled againſt me; tho nothing ar all to the purpoſe, 
It is the unhappineſs of this Age that few conſider the Old Rule, that Men 
ſhould not mind ſo much [7s as i] who ſpeaks as what is ſaid; the moſt. 
of People do injuriouſly hold the Faith of our Lord Feſus Chriſt with reſpedi 
of Perſons, readily ſwallowing the whole of what ſome ſay, whoſe Perſons 
they admire, and rejecting at once whatſoever Truths are deliver d by others 
againſt whom they are prejudiced z I have heard the defamiug of many ſuch, 
report ſay they, and we will report, tis in vain for me to appeal, or to turn 


that ſo great a Noiſe ſhould be made about an Author ſo in- 


egi 


Joh. 7. 57. 


Act. 17. 1. 


Tim. 1.12 


Jan; 2015 


Jer. 20. 10. 


to ſuch would-be-Saints, with an Expectation of Juſtice from them, rather 


ſhall I look for a Continuation of their V/7olence againſt me, and of their 
Cauſeleſs and Unjuſt Reproaches upon me; were it not for your fakes Noble 


Bereans, I ſhould be utterly ſilent under all the Scandals caſt upon me, 
but for your Satisfaction I ſhall here ſay a little in Vindication of thisSermon, - 


and the Author of it, from ſuch Aſperſions as being moſt rife, are apt to 
make the greateſt Impreſſions ; tho tis but little comparatively I ſhall ſay, 
it being very tedious for a Man who bath any thing to do, to ſpend time in an- 
fwering ſuch Bables as theſe, and yet beeauſe even theſe Bables take. with vain 


2 which liks dried Tinder to a Fire, willingly catch at every thing, 


omething muſt be ſaid if it be but to pleaſe Children, 
In the front of what is chjected againſt me, it may not be improper to 


Mr. Bur- 
rougha 


take notice of the Vngodlike Reflections of fach as for want of other Mat- 


ter, would upbraid me for the Practice of Sins bated, repented of, and 
ſince the Appearance of Gods Grace to me, reſiſted in the whole Courſe of my 
Converſation, Indeed without Injuſtice to the . reſtraining Grace of God, 


tv 


Cor. s. 9, 10. 


Rom. 6 21, 


Zech. 3. 1. 


Luke 15. 


Pl. 64. 6. 
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even before my Converſion I cannot lay the whole of that Caralogne 


of Sins ro my own Charge, with which the Apoſtle chargeth the Corin- 
thians in the time of their Unregeneracy, not but that I acknowledge 
the Seeds of all Sin ro be in my Evil Heart, and that there hath been, and 


ſtill 5 Evil enough in my Life, to abaſe me before God all my days; and 


yet tho ſuch wotul Deſcriptions had been proper to me, I might not with- 
out affronting the Merits of Chriſt, deſpair of Salvation, bur bleſſed be 
God whatever I have been, I can triumph in my meaſure in that / AH 
ing, ſanRifying, and waſhing Grace which the Lord hath extended unto 
me: On which account it is highly diſingenious to imirare Satan in re- 
proaching a Man with thoſe filthy Garments which the Lord hath in Mer- 


cy taken away. How abſurd is ir, and inconſiſtent with the Spirit of 


Chriſtianity, ro upbraid a Man with Evils he hath once ſaid, or done, 
when now he abhors them; what is Converſion but a turning from Evil 
to Good ? Tell me not what I have been, but what thro' Grace I labour 
to be; Tho ] have little fruit of my paſt Life, but of which I am aſham'd, 
yet I muſt not be aſham'd to publiſh ro the World that Ego non ſun Ego; 


Im not the Man I have once been, if I were I ſhould be no true Con- 


vert: Therefore, My anſwer to every ſuch Satan ſtanding at my right 
Hand to reſiſt me, in the Service of God, is, the Lord rebuke thee, even the 
Lord which bath choſen Jeruſalem rebuke thee, is not this a Brand plucke out 
of the Fire ! And I doubt not but the Lord will in hi time rebuke all fuch ; 
in the mean while J cannot but think, if the Faults of my Adverſaries, nor. 
excepting Miniſters themſelves, were written on their Hands, (to uſe a noted 
Miniſters Expreſſion) they'd be aſham'd to pull off their Gloves tho 'twere to eat 
a Dinner; Twould be doing themſelves a Kindneſs for all, not onh to re- 
member what themſelves have been, but unro whom they are lil that are 
ſo ready to npbraid others with paſt Sins; it is to be fear'd that ſuch yet 
remain in the Phariſees graceleſs Condition, who grutch the vilaſt of Sin- 
ners, the greate/} of Prodigals, a ſhare in the free Grace of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chrift, If I were diſpos d to retort by way of Recriminarion, I could 
mention ſuch things as would make ſome of my greateſt Adverſaries, not 
excepting my Adverſary Miniſters ro bluſh, bur or the preſent at leaft) 
I ſpare them, tho ro ſpeak Dr. Chancy's Words, If upon farther Provocation 
I find I am forc't to vindicate my ſelf from theſe Abuſes, and that in ſo doing 
Jome Men find Quod non me impune laceſſunt; let them thank them- 


ſelves for it, a they may for all that they would make me ſo blame-worthy in: 


But at this time I ſay no more to ſuch as taking Pains to get their Cart full 
of Reproaches againſt me, do cry in every Street Duſt, and ſo they can 
get Filth to 1 1 

who thus accompliſh a diligent ſearch, for Matters where with to vilify me 
I fay no more than what famous —— ſaid concerning ſome of the ſame 
Stamp, who publiſhr his Juvenile Follies, in order to diſgrace him, and to 
render his Miniſtry uſeleſs; Theſe Men envy me the Grace of Chriſt, 

It is a fooliſh Cavil common in the Mouths of ſuch as want better Argu- 
ments againſt me, Tou have been a Mechanicł, if I were fond of retorting in 
kind to this ſilly OljeRion, I might among ſome of my greateſt Clamorers 
on this account, of the Diſſenting Miniſters, haply point out to a Thatgher, 


me, care not out of what Kennel they rake it : To ſuch 


walks 1 
fimula, 
know! 
no Oc 
yet do 
report 
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a Weaver, a Taylor, a Farmer, a Hatmaker, a Silkman, a brck:n Factor, an 

- Upholſterer, a Goldſmith, a Brewer, a Matchmaker, a Stock-Fobber, a Man- : 
- midwife, a Scotch-Pedlar, a Skullion-Boy, many Charity-Lads, &c. all 4 
© which ſeem of an inferzour Nature to what they would fa!ſly foiſt upon . 
| me; It is true, I lived ſeven years in my Youth, with a Citizen of no | 
1 ſmall Repure, where I may be bold ro ſay, I had the advantage of | 
- knowing Men and Books, as much as ſome in twice that time elſewhere, 1 
e yer nothing like Mechaniciſm hath been ſtatedly attended to by me, tho 
— had it been ſo, I know no Cauſe ro be aſham'd ! Bur this Scandal is alike 
3 rediculous with what ſome would force upon me, and others fondly believe | 
- of my being a Trooper; indeed after the P. of O. Landed, I went down | 
- unto him, and afterwards ſpent ſome hundreds in attending upon him, of | 
1 Vvhich I have ſince repented, for Cauſes roo many here to inſert; but ne- | 
A ver was J in any military Poſt in all my Life; leaſt of all a Trooper, or 4 
l am thing like ir, not but that my Affection at that time to a Milſrary 4 
r Life was very great, but my Conſcience even then would nor ſuffer me to 
A ' ingage in the Occaſional Conformity by Law required of every Commiſſion | 
3 Officer, by which my Scrupuleſity, T loſt Preferment in more than one or | 
— another Honourable Poſt; and tho ſome would make me but a Mitneſs | | 
7 of Teſterday againſt that Evil, yer did I nor only teſtify againſt it fo long 4 
e ago, by ſuch a ſenſible piece of Self-denial, bur even before that rime, when 
* I was yet but a Touth, I ſuffer'd Imoriſonment once and again on this very 
* WP? account; the Lies and Scandals by many thrown upon me, compell me to 2 Cor.12.11. 
T. become a Fool in thus boaſt ing. : 
d By ſome it is confidently affirm'd, that I revile, and ſpeak reproachfully of 
* good Men and Miniſters ; this is a Charge I utterly deny; indeed there 
> are Evils, againſt which I cannot bur teſtify in ſome reputed good Men and Qus in ve 
e Miniſters, but tis only againſt their Evils, not in the leaſt againſt their Vir- rn Lauda. 
Js twes that I ar any time ſpeak ; what is worthy in them, I honour with bilia ſane 
1- their Learning, ſpecially do I acknowledg ONE (on whoſe account I've [ audo , 
8 been vilify d) to have approv'd himſelf fo great a Rabbi in Learning, that prædico ; 81 
d therein I own my ſelf not worthy to be nam' d with him, yer ſurely I gu repre- 
IT may be excus'd in a Proteſtant Nation, where the meaneſt are allow'd the hendenda 
d) Liberty of their Bible, to withſtand even ſuch an one to the Face when he ſunt (ut E- 
n walks not uprightly, according to the Truth, out carrys away many by his Oiſ mendentur * 
Ja fimulation, or pleading for Occaſional Conformity; in other Reſpets I ac- ygby, & alia 
n- knowledg my ſelf more than one way ingag d to him, and tho (as havisg amics meit 
; no occaſion for it) he may deſpiſe the Service of one ſo inconſiderable, Suadere So- 
ult yet do I readily offer it to him, as alſo to any others whom ſome do fa{ſly leo, hoc non 
an report to be ill treated in this Sermon; not excepring the good old Gentle- ef detractio 
ch man (as his Porter-advocate calls him) to whom (notwithſtanding my ſed attractio. 
ne Averſion to Northern tricking) I confeſs my ſelf to be indebted, as havin Berx. 
ne receiv d in former Days ſome Benefit by his Miniſtry, tho he and his Ad- 
to mirers muſt excuſe me, ſaying, that I never acknowledg'd him for my Spi- 

ritual Father exc/u/ively of others, whoſe Miniſtry was ſucceſsful ro me 
u- with his: The chief uſe whereof to me, was only in my infantile State 
in of Chriſtianity, from which growing up by divine Grace, to viper Age, Heb. 5. 12. 
rs and ſo needing ſtronger Food, no wonder I ſought it elſewhere ; he having ed. | 
er, only one Diſh to ſer before his Heaters, that is Milk , and a good one roo, 


for Babes, ſuch as being rarnal have _ need of Milk, which haply the 1Cor, 3.1, 3. 
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Iudg. 18.24. 


Jer. 17. 10. 


Jam. 2. 4. 


I. 29. 21, 


than the Occaſional Conformity Men) yer I have long tho'r, that the /itele- 
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good old Gentleman" knowing, doth ſtill hand our ro his Auditors, variouſly 
 cookt indeed, and ſweetned ro make it the more palatable, as occaſion ſerves, 
—— is what neither he, nor any other ſhall ever find me guilty of; 
whar good Ive receiv d from them I — own, and however hardl 
they treat me, yer (as T've (aid) I am ready to ſerve them in the Lord. 
Great Clamours there are againſt me as if I reflected on good Monarchs and 
Miniſters, This Scandal affects me nor, becauſe J am truly free from the 
guilt of ir: I've reaſon to think tis not ſo much a concern for any Monarchs, 
(of whom theſe Preachers are no ſuch Shoarers up as to be link'd with them 
but from an overweening Conceit of their adored Miniſters that ſuch 
Noiſes are made by many; becauſe the Evils of ſome Preachers are here 
expos d, the vileſt Reflections are caſt upon me, by poor Micahs, who if 


their Idols are touch d, come out with a Company, crying, ye have taken away * 


the Gods which I've made, and the Prieſts, and what have I more ? Some will 
ſay you mean ſuch and ſuch, tho you name them not ; 1 may well ask ſuch by 
what Authority do they invade Gods Province, whoſe peculiar Property 't 
to know the Heart. Bur if they will ſtill affirm, the Charatcters are ſo ex- 
atth ſuited to them, that none other can be meant: I anſwer, then they muſt 
own notwithſtanding all their Abuſes of us, that we ſometimes give true 
Characters of Perſons, whilſt themſelves walk not charitably in being Judge: 
of evil Thoughts, Bur for a final anſwer to all ſuch, I.ſhall ence for all, refer 
them to a Witty Author, | 
Who ſays, To let ths Matter paſs, 
T _— makes the Aſs. | 

Unto ſuch weak People as are offended, that ſome Words are printed in 
Capitals ; my anſwer is, That Capital Letters being as little Criminal, 
as others, the Printer hath his Liberty ro uſe them as well as any, beſides. 
printing- of Lerrers ſomerimes differently from the ordinary way, for par- 
ticular Obſervation, as it is common among Men, ſo is it far from being 
unſcriptural, as may be ſeen in more places than one of the Hebrew Bible. 

There are chat render themſelves infamous for Falſhood, and Malice (as 
every one that reads this Sermon will ſee) by forging Reſiectiont in it on: 
tbe Q. for ſpeaking our whoſe juſt Praiſes, as my Capacity ſervd, Ive rea- 


ſon to think my ſelf to be ſo much exvyd, and on this account to have ſuch. | 


vile Slanders trumperred out againſt me, by one and another, who for: 
want of finding ſeem fond of making Tales to take away not my Liberty 
only, bur my very Life allo by their groundleſs Innuendoes, Miſapplicati- 
ens and Vreſt ing what I ſay ; They would fain wire-draw ſome Conſequences, 
from ſome of my Wards, in ſome place or other, to evince what I never in- 
tend; ſuch do lay a Snare for. him that reproves in the Gate, and labour to 
e a Man an Offender, where there's no cauſe, and no doubt but theſe 
would be glad of an opportunity to ſerve me, as ſome (acted by the 
fame Spirit) us'd poor Mr. Reſwell ; but my Mercy ir is as well as the 
Mercy of many other honeft well meaning people, that the Power is not 
in the Hands of ſome call'd Diſſenters, paſt Miſtory tells us with what R- 
eur ſuch have rul'd, and their preſent Malignity diſcovers how they 
would ride ſuch as they affect not, even to Death it is to be fear d, were 
they bur once got into the Saddle, which God forbid. As vilely as ſome 
Diſſenters repreſent the C. of E. (and perhaps none ſpeak worſe of her 


Finger 


" ns Oh 3285 1 
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Finger of ſome (I ſpeak nor of al) Diſſemers, would be thicker than the ,. 
Loins of the C. of E. and if theſe have chaſlix d us with Whips, thoſe ! Kin. 10. 17. 
would chaſtize us with Scorpions, were their Power anſwerable to their ] 
Vi; bur it is no wonder that ſuch as dare to Lie, by affirming that none 
ever carried Tales ro ſhed our Blood, do thus attempt — ſuch 
Barbarous Villames _ us ; theſe I leave to the Righreous Judgment p 
of God, which will ſurely overrake them, the Lord ſhall deſtroy them that * a. 5. 6. 
ſpeak, leaſing, the Lord will abhor the Bloody and Deceitful Man. If any 


n) are ſo weak to think me miſtaken, in ſpeaking againſt rhe modern Craft of 
ch two Paſtors in one Diſſenting Church, becaule tis ſaid, there were Biſhops 
. and Deacons at Philippi; ſuch may know, that Text hath been long ſince 
if clear'd withour the help of a Concordance by three Conſiderations : 
ar . Doth it not by a Parity of Reaſon imply there may be as many Paſtor: 
ill in a Church as Deacons, as it proves more Paſtors in a Church than one, 
Yy and would not that be a fine fight ? 2. Ir lies upos them that bring this 
th Text for two Paſtors in one Church, to prove there was but one Church at 
x- Philippi, if it can be made out, there were more Churches, where's then 
iſt rheir L wnent ? Bur, 3. Suppoſing (for Arguments ſake) there was 
ue bur one Church in Philippi; yer here is no proof that there was more 
es chan one Paſtor in a Church, every Paſtor is a Biſhop, but every Biſbop is 
er not a Paſtor ; every Elder ina Church, as all that plead for ruling Elders 


do grant, is L Eriener O] an Overſeer, or what we read a Biſhop, that is 
to lay, one that has the inſpection of the Church, and to prove many ſuch 
Biſhops to have been in one Church, is no Argument at all that there was 
in more than one Paſtor in one Church, as they know who underſtand the 
al, difference-berween a Paſtor and orher Biſhops ; bur nor ro ſpeak any thing 
les argumentarively here; if any think themſelves agreiv'd by what I've ſaid 
ar- of this kind, tho I am not fond of popular Diſputations, yet will I very 
ng readily conſent to maintain againſt any Oppoſers, with whom irs worth my 
le while to diſcourſe, that the ſame Arguments by which they'll prove one 
(as Paſtor ro be neceſſary in a Church, ſhallprove, there ought ro be no more 
on than one Paſtor in one Church. 
ea- As to what I have ſaid about Occaſional Conformity, T conceive I had 
ich at leaſt as juſt a Call for ſpeaking, as my Adverſaries can pretend for cen- 
for furing me on this account: what worthy Mr. Narhanael Mather faid, 1 
ty may apply to my ſelf en th occaſion. In publico diſcrimine Omnis homo 
411 miles 15 every Chriſtian, much more every Miniſter 1 ſet for the defence 
ces, of the Goſpel, eſpecially at ſuch a time when Truth labours under guileful, and 
in- impetuous Oppoſition ; I doubted my Quiet would be attempted , and my Do- 
to .Frine and Reputation would be angrily refletted on: As to the laſt, tho' I va- 
5 lue it, and believe I . to do ſo, yet I can truly ſay, that Conmviftions, that 
the 
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F ought to Sacrifice both that and my quiet to the Service of the labouring 
Truth of God, had their weight with me; my heart hath been long fixed in 
the Principle, that my Reputation & lattle to be valued, ſave only ſo far as ir 
may be of ſervice unto Chriſt, and if he hath any uſe to make of it, be will pre- 
ſerve it, while I walk before him in Integrity; with him I've thuÞ left it, 
and having dene ſo, my heart # ſecure and at reſt about it: As tomy Quiet, 
T confeſs Ido prize and love it, but to maintain and preach Truth &; not en- 
tring into contention, eſpecially when ſome abandon it, and others endeavour 


to wreſt it from s; I bave very laden Apprehenſions of the PE of - 
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hat Apoſtacy from the Truth v b'ch hath invaded (0 many of the riſing Ge- 


nerat ion, not among Conformiits only , but with Diſſenters alſo: as to my 


quiet I have th relief, that tis not in the power. of any mortal to interrupt 


it; I know a due exerciſe of Faith, Meekneſs,  Self-deniedneſs, and ſuch like 
Graces, will eſtabliſh my heart in a juſt and holy Unconcernednsſs , tho ſuch 
Repreſentations ſhould ſtill be made of me for this Sermons ſake, as to fill my 
Friends with trouble and conſternation, It is but little T've ſaid againſt the 


Evil of Occaſional Conformity, to what I could ſay, I have ever conceiy'd it 


an occaſion as of abundance of Heart-burnings between the C. of E. and 
Diſſenters ; ſo of Heart and Life decays of Godlineſs in the latter: I ap- 
prehend no manner of countenance given to it by the Law of God or 
Man; beſides, what hath been ſaid againſt the weak pretence ſome make 
for it from the preſence of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles ar — Fewiſh Worſhip, 
let it be conſider d, that they never conformed for hopes of Preferment or 
fear of Punifhment, neither to get Places, nor ſave Eſtates, which ſeem 
ro be the only: Ends of our Occaſional Conformity Men : Bur nor ro name 
here any Scripture Confutations of this Evil, I will only ſay, that leav- 
ing to Superiors, how far the Tolleration extends, I have ever for my ſelf 
taken, and uſed it, as intended only for the Indulgence of ſcrupulous Con- 
ſciences, (ro ule the Words of the 4) ſuch as ſcrupled any Conformity 
with the Religion by Law eſtabliſh'd, not as an incouragement to Schiſ- 
matical Diviſions, to Scept ical Uncertainties, to roving and trimming hither 
and thither, which is the chief uſe ſome make of it * would not diminiſh 
in the leaſt from the true vertue and due praiſe of any King, who was 


an Inſtrument in the Hand of God for good unto this Nation; but ig, 


ſeems ſtrange to me, that ſuch as can admire ONE ſo much as to cal 
him their Saviour and Deliverer, do forget ro acknowledge the Favour 
they owe to ANOTHER for the firſt way that he made to Liberty 
of Conſcience 3 and here, by the way I would hint, that none ought to 
be offended at whar is ſaid in the Poſtſcript about CROUDS of 
CLOAKS, Sc. until the guilty have purg'd themſelves from what 
of Diſſimulation they acted to the Q's Father, their then reputed Saviour 
and Deliverer, their unperform'd Addreſſes to whom, ſhould make them 
aſham'd to be nam d on this occaſion, what credence can ANY give to 
ſuch, as have prov'd ſo unfincere to ONE ? It is to be fear d, the 


goſtering of ſome Diſſenters, that their Religion was equally eſtabliſh'd 


by the Law of the Land, with that of the C. of E. hath made abundance 
of ill Blood, whereas it had been ar leaſt ywre modęſt, and might have ſav d 
ſome feuds to have ſaid, as theirs is eſtabliſpe, ours is tolerated by the 
Law of the Land; and truly, a Toleration to Worſhip God in our own 
way is all we covet, and God forbid that we ſhould abuſe it, by mole- 
fting of ANY, who are Inſtruments in the Hand of God for its conti- 
nuance to us ;there is never a Diſſenting Church, but would take ir un- 
kindly, if thoſe of the C. of E. ſhould crowd in upon them, and inter- 
ſe in their choice of Officers: Now let them judge, whether in this 
caſe the do as they would be done by, or rather, Whether they are not 
herein Faradernioxoms] buſie bodies in the. Dioceſs of others. k 
It may haply ſeem incredible to furure, as it would have been ro paſt 
Ages, that in a Nation paſſing for civi/izd, much more Chriſtian , and 
r 
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load on the face of Men, ſhould be made matter of contempt, and ridi- 
cule, I ſhalt nor here ſay any thing from my ſelf in defence of this an- 
cient Brattiſh, and truly Manly and Chriſtian Practice; bur methinks to 
argue ad heminem , thoſe who make it a matter of Mockery, ſhould firſt 
deface the Effgies of their Anceſtors, Martyrs, Confeſſors, Prelates, Peers, 
Princes, &c. who appear'd in this manly manner; particularly the Pres- 
byterians who ſcoff on this ſcore, ſhould anſwer the 33 Men of their 
way that have writ for this. Mr. Hall and others formerly, and moro 


lately Mr. Alſop in his notable Sermon in the Morning Exerciſes , wherein 


among other Nervous Paſſages, he tells us, There ſeems ſome diſtinive or- 


nament ts be provided of God, that the difference between Sexes, might nat 


be left to the Arbitrary Cuſtcms, and deſultory humors of Men, 4s in the hair 
of the Head and the manner of wearing it, or ar leaſt in the Beard, which 7s 
ordinarily given to one Sex, and denied to the other: That which is natural 
# God's own Work, and therefore that which i Counterfeit and Artificial 
* the invention of the Devil. And before the Inde pendants jeer any on 
this account, they would do well ro confure Mr. Lees notable Book, and 
famous Mr. Eliot Argument: Long hair on the Head, and no hair on the 
Face n; the habit of a Woman, but tis a ſinful abomination for a Man to wear 
the habit of a Woman ; therefore th a ſinful abomination for a Man to wear 


long Hair on hu head, and no Hair on bs Face: Eſpecially let Mr. Reeves 
his Succeſſor condemn the good old Mans Rhymes before he under- 


rakes to judge any on this ſcore. 


o to the Crown of Pride whoſe Hair, Turn Men to Monſters, and the Work. 
Whoſe long and buſhy Locks declare Of God and Nature much diſgraces 


A bruiriſh cuſtom every where, God in a buſh did once appear. 


And only uſed for a ſnare : But in their buſh hath never been, 
The Long-hair'd Gallants of theſe Times They'l never leave till Satan comes, 


Wear Horſes Mains en human Faces, And thruſts a burning Candle in. 


Oh how uncomly is it for old Profeſſors of Piety and Religion to be 
found jearing and ſcoffing at whats truly praiſe worthy in any! But to 
ſay no more of this, we have, and ſhall uſe our liberty in this our appear- 
ance ſince we are {ure herein we tranſgreſs no Law of God or Man. 
It may not be amiſs here to hint at the Partiality of ſuch, who reflecting 
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faiſly on us for want of moderation, do oppoſe to us what the Apoſtle writes Rom. 12. 
of bearing with our weak Brother in one or another caſe ; how little do Cor. 8. e. 


ſuch bear with us! How much do they reproach us, for a Conformity 
to the Law of God and Nature, whilſt themſelves would from thence plead 
ro be tolerated in their oppoſition to both; rho* ſuch places ſerve not at 
all to the purpoſe for which they bring them, they being only meant of 
Chriſtians forbearing one another in the aſe or diſiſe of ſuch things as 
having once had Divine Inſtitution, at that time did nor plainly appear 


to every one to be repealed, and ſo became matter of ſcruple to tender 


conſciences ? Far be it from any Chriſtian to think the Holy Spirit there- 


by meant, that there ſhould be a bearing with Perſons in wickednels, or 


complying with things alien from, and oppoſire to the Divine Precepr, for 
the countenancing of which, there is not ro be found in all Holy Writ, 
the leaſt colour or ſhadow, leaſt of all in theſe places, however unhappily 
wreſted by ſome to ſuch an evil purpoſe, Mam, eſpecially f Di/- 
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fanters (as Mr. Alſep truly faith) have found out an art to render any Men 


alive guilty of whatſoever Hereſies they ſhall pleaſe to clap upon them in ſpite 


of their teeth; this is the way, thoſe who are not able ro confute us, take 
with us, they repreſent us as Enthuſiaſts, a new Sect, or whatſoever they 
pleaſe ; it is juſtly ro be ſuppoſed, theſe Revilers are ignorant of the Char- 
raAeriſticks of ſuch as they ſay we are compos'd of: Moſt certain tis, 
that they are utter Strangers to ug that ſpeak fo reproachfully of us, there 
being no people more Anti podes then our ſelves, to all Enthuſiaſm, Dota- 
ges, and Deluſion; in Religion: As I have ſaid in the Sermon, ſo am J able 
plainly ro evince, that our Faith and Order is no other than what can be 
juſtify'd from Gods holy Word, and the godly in all Ages, whether Epiſco- 
palians, Presbyteriens, or Independents: Of which 1 could give Demon- 
ſtration from the Speeches and Writings of the worthy Martyrs in Q. Ma- 
ries days, and many of the Famous of the C. of E. in Q. Elizabeth's 
rime, fuch as Fewel, Whitaker, Reinolds, Abbots, King, &c. and of the 
godly Puritans in K. 7s Days, the Presbyterian Aſſembly in the 
Raign of K. Ch. I. and from the Writings of rhe Celebrated Miniſters of 
New-England, and their Brethren in Old-England, who compos'd the Sa- 
vey Confeſſion, call'd Congregational ; the moſt of whole Faith and Order 
we muſt confeſs our ſelves to approve as near to the Word of God]; tho 
indeed thoſe that go under that Title ow, being (with others) as a Poet 
of their own calls them, Modern or Apoſtate Whigs ; we are almoſt 
aſham'd of them, conſidering what prodigious Apoſtacy is to be found a- 
Mong thoſe of that Profeſſion, from their Original Principles; On which 
account, tho' we are not ſtrongly biggotted to any Party; Curare in ver- 
bo ullius Magiſtri,] yet we love what's truly vertuous in all, and one cauſe 
ot the — we meet with, is, that we are for true Cat bolic Charity, to 
commend and cleave to whatſoever we find in any Party or Profeſſion agree. 
able to the written Word of God, which is our only and perfect Directo- 
ry for all things, as may be ſeen by any, ho conſult our Covenant and 
Catechiſin; and herein our Adverſaries muſt take ſhame to themſelves for 
that, whilſt they clamour againſt us as if we wanted Charity; they 
judge us for Reprobates, Devils, Sc. for approving what is good in all: 
Err we may, but Enthuſiaſts or Hereticks by God's Grace, never will 
we be; but thx we confeſs, That after the way which ſome call Hereſie, ſo 
worſhip we God, believing all things written in the Law and Prophets; on 
which account, tho' ſuch as would fain make a prey of us, do moſt ma- 

liciouſly labour to exclude us from the benefit of the Act of Tolleration ; 
we know our ſelves as much intitled to it as any, in as much as it is expre- 
fly made for ſcrupulous Conſciences, without naming their Sefs, Parties, 
or Diviſions, and ſuch Canſciences we profeſs to bear, as do ſcruple whar- 


ſoever we conceive to be bad in any, even the beſt of Men, or Parties at 


Acts 28. 22. 


"Phil. 4. 8. 


rhe ſame time we embrace with all readineſs of Spirit, even among thoſe, 
that by ſome are thought to be worſt, wharſoever is truly Chriſtian and 
Scriptural , and however we are accounted of falfly as a new Sed, (a 
Seft every where ſpoken againſt) yet as we are in this reſpect conform'd to 
the old Apoſtolical Chrifttans, ſo are we in our Principles, and Pratt ices, 


gladly approving whereſoever we find them; whatſcever things are true, 


honeſt, juſt, pure, lovely, of good report, if there be any vertue, any praiſe 
on theſe things, we think, and theſe we practice. There is a deluded Set , 
whoſe fundamental nation is, That the Light within them is the principal, 
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The Epiftic Dedicatory. * 
yea, the cnly rule of Chriſtians: Theſe with their opinions, have been vi- 
olently oppos d, and highly condemn'd by Profeſſors and Preachers, almoſt 
of all ſorts ; and yer, falſe as their notion is, it prevails, if not in opinion, 
yet in pratt ice with the moſt of thoſe who have condemn'd ir. How few 
are there regulated in all things by rhe Word of God? How many affirm E. 
moſt blaſphemouſſy, the Seriprures not to be perfect concerning all things, 
in direct oppoſition to the Scriprures Teſtimony of its ſelf? It is for op- 
poſing this deteſtable not ion of being led by every ones conceit, fancy, or 
(ro ule the Scripture Phraſe) walking according to their own ways, and not 
by Scripture only, that we are much malign'd. Indeed, for my ſelf Per- 
ſonally (to ſpeak in Mr. Alps Words) ſome would repreſent me delirou, 
a Perſon of diſturb'd thoughts, ignorant, and all the, with abundance more 
from the Principles of their new Chriſtianity , hath been craftily whiſper'd 
and buz'd abroad, and ſent in Letters, but bleſſed be my graciow God, and 
Father, who hath given me « ſound mind in a ſound body; and wi knows 
but the Lord hath thus bleſt me, and therefore bleſt me for the Curſes of Shi- 
mei; if I were the fool ſome report me, they that are wiſe, ſhould ſuffer 

ſuch fools gladly ; bur I rejoice in being counted a fool for Chriſt's ſake. 

It ſeems. very ſtrange, that any ſhould have the front to deny that my 
ſelf, with that Church I. am related to, ſuffer Perſecution, when the very 
Abjects of the People ( whether ſer on by Profeſſors or Preachers, them- 
felyes beſt know) do nor only mock us, and Mocking in Scripture is called Gen: 21. 9 
Perſecution ; bur they alſo diſturb us in our ſolemn Worſhip of God, and Gal. 4. 29 
ſeek to deſtroy whatſoever is dear to us, yea, to take away our very Lives : 

Such Perſecution none under the QUEE N's Government undergo but 
our ſelves, of which we hope in time Notice may be taken; eſpecially 
fince our Perſecution proceeds chiefly from ſuch as are themſelves oppo- 


fire to GOOD GOVERNMENT, and for our Affection rhere- 


2 Cor. i 1.19. 
1 Cor. 4 10. 


ut, not one of them can be proved, neither againſt the Law of God, nor het * "+ 
againſt CASAR, have we Offended in the things alledged againſt w. If we 
have Offended, and Cemmitred any thing worthy of Death, we refuſe not to 

die for it; bur, if none of theſe things be true whereof we are accuſed, no 
man may deliver us to the rude Rout of Profeſſors; WE APPEAL UNTO- 
CESAR. We are not Ignorant, that many have been Surpriz'd, and 
various Rumours have been raiſed upon our voluntary Seceſſion from the 
Place where our Publick Worſhip hath been lately kept up; but cho 
there is no 45 2 laid upon us to give the World any Account of our 
Reaſons for ſo doing, nor is it of any Conſequence to us what our Enemies 
think or ſay of it; yer for your ſakes, Noble Bereans, ſomething ſhall be 
ſaid about this: It is conſonant to the Pact ice of Saints, and agreeable 

to our Apprehenſions, not to be confin'd to am one Place for our Aſſembly, 
ſpecially it is our Judgment, That we ſhould change the Place of ous 
Meeting, when the Jews (the Profeſſors) who believe net, moved with Act. 17. 5. 
Envy, take to themſelves certain Lewd Fellows, of the Baſer Sort, gathering 

4 Company, and ſet the City in an Uproar, aſſaulting. the Hall where we 
mer, and Diſturbing us not only with their loud Clamors afterward, bur 
with their prodigious Noiſe and Confuſion in the time of our Worſhip : _ 
There is no reaſon in the World, why we ſhould be at the Charge of a 
Place for others ro come and hinder ns in our Serving'of God, It was 


chiefly, 
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chiefly for the ſake of others, not on our on account, that we met ſo 
publickly, tis time then to withdraw, when we are cbftructed in our 
Comfortable and Peaceable Waiting on the Lord. We are expreſly for- 
bid to give that which is Holy to Dogs, neither muſt we caſt our Pearls be- 
fore Swine, leſt they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rent 
us; hercupon, under an Experience of the Truth, and a Senſe of rhe 
weight of this Word, we were pleaſed ro withdraw, and who is Injured 
thereby? It is a great Unhappineſs that due Care is not raken for all 
Perſons on the Lords Day, to reſort to Places where they apprehend 
God is rightly Worſhipt; tis certainly a Breach of that Holy Day, for 


| Perſons to wander and ramble about to one Place or another, either to 


| Toh. 16.2, 


Act. 19. 9. 


gratifie their Curioſity, or to make their Game at any: Tis moſt evident, 


theſe have no Religion at all, ſuch vile Wretches, we find no Freedom 
to indulge and gratifie, eſpecially perceiving that theſe Evil minded 
Creatures not only meant to make a Riot; but alſo ſeem'd to be Confede- 
rate to ſhed our very Blood, having ſaid to ſome of our ſelves, That they 
rho'r ir no fin to kill us, tho they ſhould be immediately Hang for it; 
Thinking belike as our Lord told his Diſciples, they ſhould thereby do 
God good Service, on theſe accounts (tho* we have no manner of dread of 
the Impotent Malice of theſe Blood-thirſty Profeſſors) yer ſuch regard 
have we to the Common Peace, that we rather forego our own Privileges, 
than bring that into danger; and hereby we doubt ot the Magiſtrates may 
be convinc'd, that not V, as ſome falſty ſuggeſt, bur our Adverſaries are 
the Rioters; hereby it is ſeen, we are ſo far from making, that we ſhun 
all Tumults, It may be ſome meant to take this occafion of beginning 
with us, to expoſe the Liberty of other Diſſenters ; ro whom, tho' we are 
not much indebred for their good Word, yer we bear ſo much reſpect, 
whatſoever hard things they think or ſay of us, that we would by no 
means indanger their juſt Liberty: And tho ſome of theſe would be glad 
of cur being filenc'd, forgetting the old Proverb, Tunc tua res agitur paries 
cn proximus ardet, yet our Minds ſtand nor ſo ill affected towards them. 
Tis indeed a mercy I've long covered to Miniſter only to my own Flock; 
had it conſiſted as much with their Conveniency as with my Diſpoſition, 
I had long ſince Silenc'd my ſelf as to a publick Miniſtrarion ; it was in 
order to this, that I was ſo forward to have our Meeting- place put off to 
others, who can fall in with the Men and Manners of the Time, which I 


cannot, and on this account I am for being confined to no Meering-place,thar - 


we may be in a readineſs to follow God wherever in his Providence he 
calls us. Hence ir is that we take the advantage when divers are harden d, 
and believe not, but ſpeak eviluf the way of Truth before the multitude, to de- 
part from them, and to ſeparate the Diſciples. Some indeed are ready to ſay, 
That but for this Sermon, we might have been as eaſie as others; this I be- 
lieve nor, for many of our Oppoſers are ſuch who can't read, and others 
who do not and will not read this Sermon, which may have been indeed 


* . 5 
mnultas dum à means to draw forth rather than create the Malignity ſome have lon 
1 * 3 harbour 'd againſt us“. In truth, we have been ſhamefully treated all 1 . 
Aibusmaligny by many; and for this Sermon I muſt ſay, aſter many ſerious Reviews, I 
Latebat nunc can ſee nothing in it that I've canſe to recant, therefore I change not a ſingle 
demum emer- Sentence in it. It ſhould ſeem tho' I ſaid not all in it, which ſome would 


git, Caly. have me, (I meant not to make it a long Hiſtory) I ſaid eno to raiſe many 
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Eremiet, but its matter of Foy, not Grief, to me that it works to the Di- 
ſlurbance of Bad Men, and to the raiſing their Blood and Fury againſt me, 
ſince this is the ſame effect which the Pre..ching of Chiſt, his Apoſites 
and Prophets of old had. Sure I am, any Offence againſt this Sermon 15 
canſeleſt CL Scanda'um acte tum non ditum] we meane only the Service of 
Truth in the Publiſhing of it, aud that Effect I wiſh it to have, tl o' in 
ways as ungrateful to our Fleſb, as to the Spirits of ochers. We do not 
thus Sequeſter our ſelves, as ſome who plead tot fear, objeR to us from ſear of 
periecurion, we need not be ſaid to ſear what we feel, tho not from the Govern« 
ment, to which we acknowledge our ſelves indebted {or cheir ſavour; but from 
rhe vileſt ot the people, from whom we retire wich delight , at that we may 
give no offenct to any; ſo to weit on the Lord without diſtraction, and if we can't 
profit ot h. ri, that we may do all things to Edification among dur ſelves. Some there 1 Cor. 7. 35. 
are, who ſay, we might have had as grtat as Auditory, and have flowiffit as Much 2s 
moſt, if we would bave done as others do; we believe it, and in return only ſay, 
we ſought neither our ſelves, nor much company, but the ſervice of Truth, and 
obtaining chat, we ate willing others ſhould get the reſt: Let Nardering Ziba's | 8. 
take all, ſo the King of Zion may be exalted over all, we are much more gratify'd 7 . 19. 
by a Sequeſtration from che moſt, then by their Apptobation of Converſation, * 
we are o tond of being faithſal, tho but a ftw, let others ha multitudes to them - Hab. 2. 4. 
ſelves that are otherwiſe. None cam be more glad to be rid of me than I of them 
If I knew of any thing further objected againſt chis Sermon, or irs Author, 
worth my Notice, I ſhould readi.y rame it for your ſakes Noble Bereans, tho you 
can't chink that I ſhould diſturb my /elf of you with a particular Confutation of the 
many abſurd and vn Calumries caſt upon me; Kaſt of all will it be expected by 
yin, or any this Ptrſoxs, that I ſhould give any other reply to two lew'd er- 
ny Pampblitiers, who have (pit their impotent Malice againſt me, than what the 
Angel cave to Satan, the Lord rebubtyou : I expreſely declar'd both in the Preface Jude. 2. 
and Poſtſcrips to this Sermon againſt anſwering ſuch Scirrilous Mercenary Seribblers, 
Indeed it is enough for Confutarionto leave them to every ones Obſervation, the 
naming of them is the ſhaming of them, their Pamphlets being properly Liszlls, 
according to the neted Etymolegy of the Word Lib; 4 Lie with aBelltied to it, 
to ring th ſcantalous Story up and down, The heads of theſe two Incendiaries ſeem 
to look t- ys, the one being a Pf”: and the other Proſane, yet the Tails of 
both theſe ſmwa ing Pirebrands ate j ind in one to kindle a Fire upon us, of their Iſa. 7.4. 
Succeſs in H one of them boaſts, it may be to hi ow: hart; they print ſuch 
Arrant and Rid ieu]ονẽ F alſhood as can he believ'd. by none that know either us or 
them: The Billingſgate, or Bearkey- Porter's foohfſh Malice ſuameſully diſcredits his 
Malers, the P. H. alias Auſterdam Miriſters, for whoſe Coun{-{lor and Champion, tho 
the Wretch ſeems to ſet up, yer do h he grievouſly diſgrace them ſpecially by his 
talking ſo much of 4 e Forehead, which may bring to any ones Mind his A1in;- 
ers Forebrads, cover d with the Hair of Whetts, perhaps of ſuch as died of the foul 
Diſraſt. or at thr Gallows, ſaith Mr. Alſcp, or of ſome Harlot who is now in Hell la- 
mating tber? the Abuſt of fhat Execrt ment, (1icb Mr Hall. As for the other Scribblir, 
the ſlovenly Amſterdam Æſop, alias Obſervator (as he ſtiles himſelf ) he neither fears 
GOD, nor honours the QUEEN, if he ſaid, as has been offer'd to be depos d 
againſt him by Oach, „That he wiſht himſelf in Hell for a time, to ſee what En- 
« certainmenc the Devils gave to K. J. the preſent Q's Father, tho chat Prince 
fav'd him from a ſevere Whipping, and a petition'd for Hanging *. This is Lan- See 2 N: 
guige fir only tor a Son of Hell (to uſe bus own Phraſe,) and ſurcly nor e but ſuch can jrom tht Ga!- 
think a Variet ſo wngrateſul and ethbriſtical, a fir judg of Perſons, or Things lea, &. 
Moral or Divine ; and as ignorant is the Dullard of the Law, when he confinet to 
ſome Sects the Act of Toleration which was 1 for ſer upuloue Conſcitnces ; — 
whether 
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whether his Malice or Impudence is greater, let others judg : Evident it is he ex- 
cells in beth, ſince ar his Fi Pleaſure (ſpecially when other Matter fails) he 


vilifies, not only the Favourites and Minions of the late K. but even the whole 


Nation under one Nick-name or another, not K. Ch. I. nor any Bearded Princes, 
Nobility or Gen: ry, can 2 his Infolent and Sceundrel Titles of Cats Faces, 
Smelleys, briſily Swine, &c, Na 

2groundleſs Story forg'd on us without the le.iſt ſhadow of Truth; the expreſs word s 


of the Son of God himſelf * are called by this Blaſphemer, Whiskers Language; 


ſurely either God ro whom he muſt ere long give an account of all his Lu oxanes} 
Hard · ſpeeches, will ſend ſome fearful Judgment on this blaſ Wretch, or 
the Government will rake a ſpeedy Courſe ro ſtop che foul Mouth, and falſe 
Tongue of ſuch an Iſhmael, Tutchin che Reputation of all, becauſe he hath 
none of his ewnro looſe: I could eaſily retort in kind, what would highly diſob- 
lige theſe drolling Wretches, (who but for me had wanted perhaps Scribli 

and Wage,) but I forbear, being loth to defile my (elf wich ſuch Dunghills, who 
(as ſaith an Eminent Miniſter) have ſo ftrongly intrench't. and immur'd their Caaſe in 
Dang, that we have more occafron for the Scavenger than the Schollar, for the Shovel 
:han the Pen to tmove it; therefore ler theſe Rabſhtbahbs, for the preſen:, paſs 
without farther Remarks, under protection of the Old Saw, | 

Hoc ſcio pro certo quando cum ſtercort certo 
| Vinco ſeu vincor ſemper Ego maculor. 

But tho theſe Vermine who are fo 22 that none can neddle with then without 
dirting their Fingers, may ſnarle unnotic'd, and write on till they are weary, and 
they 'I ſooner weary themſelves than me; I do aſſure you Noble Bereats, if any 
worthy of 4 Reply, ſhall by their oppofing this Sermon, bring ic to a foarth Editi- 
on, what may be thought drfcient here, ſhall be paid to them with double Inte- 


*: In the mean time, if opportunity ſerves, I may emir ſome other plain Diſ- 


courſe, which however it may exerciſe angry Cenjurers, wHII cruſt tend to your Edi- 
fication; ſo commending you to the Grace of God, I bid you heartily Farewel p 


the Lord; Saying with famous Mr. Fer.Bwrroxghs, vilify d in bis tim: by Profeſſors, 


as now we are: That extream Eagerneſs and Violence to aſperſe our Names, makes 
xs to think that God bath made more uſt of our Names than we were aware of and (hall 
be an Argument te quicken us to more Watchſalneſs to walk inoffenſively and convincingly 
beſore all Men; for we ſee by their Auger even almoſt to Madneſs bent that way, that 
they had lirtie hops to prevail with all their Arguments, againſt the Cauſe we profeſs, 
till they could get down our Eſteem (ſuch as it was) in the Hearts of the People, The 
old way of the Heathens ag aiuſt the Chritians in the Primitive Times; but our Names are 
not in the Power of their Tongues and Pens, they are in the Hands of God who will pre- 


ſerve them ſo jar as he hath uſe of them, and further we ſhall bave no uſe of them our ſelves. 


I there ſhall be a diviſion again among Profeſſors, for theſt Sayings, and many oſtben 
ſay, he hath a Devil, and is mad, Why bear ye bim? I ſhall pleaſe my ſelf in being 


Mat. 10. 24, 25. thus treated like Chriſt my Saviour, the Diſciple is not above hi Maſter, nor the 


Servant above bus Lord, it is enough for the Diſciple that be be as bis Maſter, and the 
Servant as his Lord; if they have called the Maſter of the Honſe Belzeebub, bow much 
more ſhall they call them of bis Houſthold ! | 
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The PREFACE 


HE Inportunity of Friends (that old Excuſe) is my juſt and leading Apo- | 
logy for appearing at this time in Print; I hart rarely, ſince my Call to the | 
. Miſtry, ſound a Freedom to preach, never to publiſh any thing relating to | 
| Publlch Aﬀairs, aud tho I was inlarg'd at this time to ſay thus much; ſo far | 
was ! from deſigning to tranſmit my Thoughts to the Lreſs, that they bad dwelt only 
with the Heavers, had not their repeated Requeſt handed tbem out to the World. 
Thou muſt |" any expect nothing here but plain Truth, ſuitable to the Plainnefs, 
beth of the Auditory and the Preacher. And tho plain dealing is but co'dly entertain'd 
by no I am not ſo much oblig'd, or careful to pleaſe the Crowd, as to go out of my 
Road for it : Iexpect Vollies of Cenſwts, Calumnies, aud Curſes againſt both my Per- 
ſon, and Performance, ſrom Trimmers of all ſorts ; but in truth I ſo ſcorn that ſore 
of Creatures, whatſoever Show they wear, or by what Name or Party ſot ver they ave 
diſtinguiſh'd, that I glory in their Reproaches, aud count their Cenſure Fame, inſo- 
nuch, that if ſuch mine Adverſaries, ſhould write a Book againſt me (or encou- 
rage, as heretoſore, their Mercenary Seriblers in ſucb Drudgery) ſurely I would take Job. 31.35.36: 
it upon my Shoulder, and bind it as a Crown to me, as I have formerly done: 
Tet methinks, ſuch whoſe whole Cry is for Moderation, ſhould diſcover a little of it in 
their Reflections; but alas! your moderate Gentlemen in Gods Cauſe, are ever ſound 
the moſt furious of all others in their own Cauſt, againſt every oppoſite; a miſerable 
1 berof we bave lately ſeen, HOW a tall Anakim bath moſt invidionſiy revil'd 
a little FOE of his, who had, by much, the better of him; and not content therewith, 
HOW inſolently doth be treat all who hate the Tricking and Trimming, the Doubling 
and Cringing in Religion, of which be bath been ſo long a Practitioner, that now ke 
thinks himſelf fit i appear a doughty Champion for ſuch Occaſional Conformity 3 
tho it muſt needs be ſaid, hereby he labours to pull down the Living Temple, and to be 
rather putting away, than purſaing the Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous ; Such Preachers a 
and their Followers (as one well ſays) do not keep their Conſciences at One, but Ut Veſtitum 
turn them as Diogenes did his Tub, ſtill towards the Sun; as i their Garment, ſo fic Sententiam 
is their Opinion, they ve one for bone ¶ their own Church ] and another for abroad habeas, aliam 
[the National Church] and tho to fill up the Meaſure of their Sins, this Abomination domeſticam,a- 
of Deſ lation ( Occaſional Conſormity) ſhould paſs ſor the preſent unpuniſt/d by Men ; liam forenſem, 
yet ſurely their Sin will find them our, aud will be one day puniſh'd by the Judge of 
all the Earth, who loveth Righteouſneſs, and hareth ſuch Iniquity. Some charge 
the decay of Religion upon expoſing of Prieſt-craft, but certain it is, that Religion bath 
left voſt of its Credit and Glory among Men, by the deteſiable Temporizing of ſuch 
prend Miniſters, who by their Latitudinarian Conformity, any way, as Intereſt 
ſores, ds diſcourage their Hearts ſrom walking in the one and only narrow way 
Truth, and lead them in Paths of Schiſm; therefore the expoſme of this Evil is . 
Preachirs, is the way to make Religion flouriſh, by ſhowing that the Meaſures of it 
are not to be taken from ſuch Mens Practices. | 
Abundaret of Excuſes are minted, and thrown about by ſuch, to make their Trimming 
Currant'; all which weigh'd in the Ballance of the Sanctuary, are found at beft but 
Droſs, and Reprobate Silver; when Judgment is laid to the Line, and Righteouſ- Iſa 28. 17. 
neſs to the Plummer, ſuch Refuges of Lies ſhall be (wept away; the Waters of 
the Sanfuary will overflow ſuch hiding Places: Nay, which is ſtrange to ſay, and 
yet 0 true, the Heads of ſuch Goliahs | their Arguments] are moſt by cut 1＋ 1 
with their own Swords, even their * Fita taken (as they pretend) from t 
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_Ty | The Preface. 
Apoſtles, o:ſerving at ſome times ſome of the Jewiſh Rites and Cryamonies, ſerveth es 
weil for all, as for any Conformity ; the ſame way this excuſes Occaſional, it will 
juſtify Total Conformity, for which it bath been as much ug d I ſome: A bare Mene 
tion of four Things, diſcovers this Bed to be ſhorter, than that any Occaſional Con- 
r. 20. ſormity- men, ea [irete> himſelf on it, and the covering Narrower, than that be can 
wrap bimſelf in it. 1. Let it be confider'd, That whatfoever Rites and Ceremonies 
the Apoſt es ohſerv d, they were once of Divine Inſtitution, which is mare than 
they can ſay for ſuch as thiy ingage in. 2. The total Abolition of all theſe Rites and 
Ceremonies was not _ to all . at the ne ow ary of og = 
* obſerv'd by the Apoſtles. Net, g. Even the Apoſtles complyance with Jewi 
8 2 Rires and — ag is — cenſur d in Holy Writ; Witneſs the ſhavy Re- 
as 9 ſe- bake Perer reed from Paul, end the ſhzrper Rebules Paul himſelf met with jrom the 
und ipdiffe- Hand of Grd, for his Occaſional Conformicy. 4. Biſere the Canan of Scripture was 
rentiz, tertia ſeal d, che Obictvation of Ceremonies, once of Div ine Inſtitution, is condemn'd on 
abſtinentiz, Pain of Damnation; * (Behold I Paul ſay unto you. if je be circumciſed, Chrift 


Spanhtm. profit you nothing] how nuch more then ſhould Chriſtians abſtain from being ſabject t 
Ga) touching or taſting of any Rites and Ceremonies only after the Command Deftrines o 
= 5. J. 4+ Men? but theſe things car's here be inlarę à upon; this Hint may ſhow, in what 4 Di- 


ſtemper'd Condition our Occaſional Conformity men are; but their Anger T goubt nat, 
Col. 2. 20. 22. for all my Labor of Love, will be ſo hingled againſt me. as that thiy will c out, 
1 Sam. 17. 28. Why cameſt thou hither, we know thy Pride, and the Naughtineſs of thy Heart; 
29. to whem T ſhall enly make David's Reply; What have I now done is there not a 
Jer. 38. 4. 37. Cauſe ? Some baply may ve ready to charge me; Thou ſeekeſt nat the Welfare of this 
13. 14. People, thou falleſt away to the Chaldeans to ſuch my Anſwer ſhall be the ſame 
Vid, Sermon. with Jeremiah's, tis falſe, er (as tu in the Margent) It is a Lie: I oppoſe finſul 
Conformity only, not a conſcientions Liberty; Tit aſter all I queſtion not, but many 
will continue their Cry, Great is our Diana of Occaſional Conſarmity; 4 Craſt 
this is which brings us in no (mall Gain, aud therefore, away with ſuch a Fellow 
from the Earth, tis not fit that he fhould live, by whom this our Craft is in dan» 
| ger to be ſer at Naught: Tet having a good Cauſe, and a goed Conſcience, for 
Magna eſt ve- which I bleſs my God, F dread neither the loud Roaring of Bulls, nor the ſeeret Hi 
ritas & præva - of Serpents, 4s knowing, that Truth, which #4 dearer to me than all, ſhall prevail 
ledir. over all; thereſo'e commending the Truths here deiiuer'd to hin whoſe they are; with 
Luther 7 reſolve, By bow much the more mine Enemies rage againſt ne, ſo 
« uch the mort will I go n, I ſhall leave former things that they bark at them, 
« and go on to further things that they may have ſomtthing more to L at, — and. 
Nunquam pe- let them Bawl their Hearts out (as we ſay) they (hall never binder, thro Grace, 


ricliratur re!i- boneff Indeavors for the Glory of God, and the Goed of the Faithful, ade by | 


gio niſi inter none wore than ſuch as would be call'd Reverend Sirs, of whow Reader da thou be- 

Reverendiſſi - ware, for they will greatly withſtand the Words of Truth; with reſpect to whom, and 

mos, the Apoſtate afſdciates of ſome of them; I cloſe with a Saying of that Bleſſed Conſeffor, 
William Thorp. © 7truft ſtidſaſtiy in the Goodneſs of God, the Worldly Covetouſuſs, 
aud the Luſty Living, and the ſliding from the Truth of theſe Runagates, ſball be to 
'« m4 and to many other Men and Women, an Example, axd an Evidence, to ftand mare 
fifty by the Truth of Chrift, ; 
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NuMB. xxiti. ver. 23. the latter part. 


According to this time it ſhall be ſaid of JAC O 
and of ISRAEL, What hath God wrought ? 


HESE Words as exceedipg ſuitable ro this Day, being 
impreſs'd upon me, by God's Grace I ſhall ſpeak from 
them, what may be proper to raiſe our Thankfulneſs to 
God at this Seaſon, 


Firſt, Shewing their Connect ion. 
Secondly, Explaining, And 
Thirdly, Apphing the Words. 


Firſt, See we the Connectios of theſe Words ; To underſtand how a 
Text comes in, is a great adPantage in ſpeaking of and hearing from it: 
The Connection of theſe Words is very notable. The Children of Iſrael 
(the peculiar Servants and Favourites of God) in their Progreſs towards 
Canaan, were now come near to Fordan, where rhe Lord gave them 
a mighty Victory over Sihon and Og (great and powerful Kings of the 
Amorites) after which they ſetting forward, pirch'd in the Plains of 
Meab, on this fide Jordan by Feriche ; Balak King of Moab being ſorely 
diſtreſs d, parely at the fight of their Numbers, and parth at the Ty- 
dings of their Fears, ſends for Balaam a Sorcerer, a Soothſayer, a Di- 
viner (in plain Engliſh a Confurer) that he might curſe theſe People, 
and ſo they might the ſooner be deſtroy d: Balaam after many Repul- 
ſes from Hod, from his own Conſcience, from the Angel of the Lord, and 
from the very Beaſt he rode upon, at laſt made his way to Balak, be- 
ing loth to loſe thoſe great Preferments and Advantages of which Balak 
made him the proffer—Bur when he came to his Work, tho he went 
about to inchant the I/raelizes, and to hurt them by his Divinations, 
he was prevented by God in his Deſign; Þ that in one place and in 
another he found no Succeſs, but inſtead of Cunſing, was forc d ro Bleſs, 
God turning his intended Curſes into real Bleſſings; God over - ruld 
the Diviners Tongue now, as much as the Tongue of his A/ before; 
fo that a ſevenfold Bleſſing is he forc'd ro pronounce, anſwerable to the 


ſeven Altars he built from thence to curſe; Balaam is here made to 


bleſs the Lords People by diſcovering a ſevenfa/d Grace of God to be on 
their fide, The Immu ability, Command, Love, Power, Care, Works 


I. He 


and Promiſe of God ſecure to his Saints a Bleſſing. 


v. 19. 


Sen. 31. 43. 


v. 20. 


Pl. 109. 28. 


(18) 

I. He declares the IMMUTABILITY and Unchangeableneſs of the 
Grace of God for his People; God is not a Man that he ſhould lie, nor the 
Son of Man, that he ſhould _— Hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not do it? 
Or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it good ? Tho (faith he) you 
would have- me curſe this People, yer God will nor ſuffer them ro be 
curſed, becauſe he is unchangeable, God hath ſaid they ſhall be bleſſed; 
now God is nor a Man that he ſhould lie, nor the Son of Man, that he 
ſhould repent, Indeed there are Men, who having ſworn and . 
up — to the Lord, do yet make nothing of Perjury and Cove- 
nant- breaking; but God is not like Man, what he hath ſaid he will 
do, what he hath ſpoken he will make good: How unlike then are 
they ro God who do not what they ſay who make not good what they 


ſpeak ? God is not a Man that he ſhould thus lie, nor the Son of Man 
that he ſhould us repent: This Immutability of God is the Security 


of his People, he is the ſame to day, yeſterday, and for ever: He is 
the Lord that changeth nor, therefore we Sons of Jacob are not conſu- 


Rom. 11. 29. med. The Gifts and Callings of God are without 1 What God 


hath given he will not repent of, he will not rake back: tis not ſo with 
perjur d Apoſtates, Renegado's: What they give they repent of, they 
are ſorry that they've given any thing to God, and his Saints, Like 
wicked unjuſt Laban, Theſe Daughters (ſaith he to Jacob) are my 
Daughters, and theſe Children are my Children, and theſe Cattle are 
my Cattle, and all that thou ſeeſt is mine: Tho his Daughters he had 
given to Jacob, who had ferv'd him fourteen years for them, the Chil- 
dren were born to Jacob, and the Cattle, Facob had dearly earn'd b 
his hard Service; yer becauſe he quarrels with Facob, this Wretch wu 4 
lenges al for his own: Juſt ſo ſay Apoſtates concerning thoſe things 
they had given ro God, and his Servants (when they come to have a 
Quarrel with them) all theſe things are mine; theſe are true Labans, 
at firſt Jacob is treated by them wonderful kindly [Come in thou bleſſed 
of the Lord, why ſt andeſt thou without ] But in a ſhort time, upon any 
Diſtaſte, they are ready to ſeize and take away al they ever gave to 
Jacob. But tho this be vile Mans way, God is unchangeable, he can- 
not lic, he will nor repent ; he hath ſaid Jacob and I/7ael ſhall be bleſ- 
ſed, and they ſhall be fo, he hath ſpoken it, and he will make it good; 
he will ſtand to his Word, and this is his Saints Security. 

II. We ſee the COMMAND of God for the Bleſſing of his People; 
Behold Tve received Commandment to bleſi, and I cannot reverſe it, as if 
he ſaid, I would curſe them with all my heart, bur I can't, I would 
fain pull back Gods Bleſſings from them, and pull down Curſes on 
them, bur I can'r; God hath given a Command to bleſs, and I am 
not able to reverſe it; there is fa 


his People, that all their Enemies are not able to reverſe, they would 
do it, but they can t; the Command of God ſecures Bleſſings to all 
his People; David was fo ſenſible of this, that he cries to God, Let 
them eurſe, but bleſi theu: God hath given a Command, to ſecure all 

| Bleflings 


uch a Command from God for bleſſing 


Nene e. 


(19) . 


the Bleiſing, even Life for evermore; thence God will command E- 
verlaſting Bleſſings for Jacob and Hrael, notwithſtanding all the Divi- 
nations of their Enemies; there have been many miſchievous Devices 
of the Enemies againſt Gods Church in all Ages, but ſince God hath 
— a Bleſſing for his People, all their Enemies cannot re- 
verſe it. 

III. The LOVE and pardoning Grace of God, ſecures Bleſſings to his 
people; He hath not beheld Iniquity in Jacob; be hath not ſeen perverſe- 
neſt in Iſrael ; the Lord his God j with him, and the ſhout of a King 1 
among them, there can be no curling them, for the Lord their God is 
with them, and the ſhour of rhe King of Glory is among them ; there 


rupted themſelves, their Spot is not the L of his Children, they are a 
perverſe and crooked Generation : This Text was ſpoken ſhortly after 
concerning the ſame people; here tis ſaid, God doth nor ſee Iniquiry 
in Jacob, nor Perverſeneſs in 1/rae/ ; and there we read, they are a per- 
bow and crooked Generation; How can theſe two places agree? I 
anſwer. 

1. 'Tis true, there was a perverſe and crooked Generation among them; 
where Chriſt hath a Church, the Devil will have a Chappel, ſome = 
mong Profeſſors will be wicked and abominable, and ſo twas here; 
and yet there is a holy Seed among them that is nor perverſe, in whom 
God doth nor behold Iniquity, which holy Seed the Lord counts as the 
Subſtance of his people; and therefore he faith he ſeeth no Iniquity 
in Faeob, nor perverſeneſs in I/ae/, becauſe there is in Jacob and in 
Iſrael a holy Seed that hath not Perverſeneſs. 7 

2. Tho' they were a gone People, yet God had pardoned their per- 
verſeneſs ; tho? he he ſaw 1 
them, that the Enemy might have no advantage againſt them; Look, 
as a tender Father who ſees Wickedneſs and Perverſeneſs in his Child, 


and corrects him for it himſelf; yer when others would take the ad- 


vantage thereof to abuſe the * Child, he will (as twere) not ſee 

or own the Evils of his Chi 

whatſoever Faults are in them, and he corrects them for, yet he will 

not ſuffer his Enemies to curſe them; God hath ſo much Love to his 

people, that he ſees no perverſeneſs in them, Yo've a comfortable 
ord from God, to rhis ö In thoſe days, and in that time (ſaith 

the Lord) the Iniquity of 


them. whom I reſerve : tho Balaam here ſought for Iniquity in Iſrael, 
there was none, and for Sin in Judab, it was not found: 140 


had got Sins, but the Lord had pardoned them; God will pardon, 
throw behind his back, caſt into the depth of the Sea, the Sins of his 
people, and therefore he ſaith, he ſees no Iniquity nor Perverſeneſs in 


3. Iſrael 


them. 


t in them, yet he would take it away from 


d; ſo doth the Lord by his people; 


ow ſo? They 


Bleflings to his People out of Zion, thence the Lord hath commanded Plal, 133. ult. 


V. 21. 


is a Text in Deuteronomy, which ſeems to thwart this, They have cor- Ch. 32. 15. 


ſrael ſhall be ſought for, and there ſhall be Ter, . 30... 
none, and the Sins of Judah and they ſhall not be found, for IT will — 30.2 
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2. Iſrael was not ſo perverſe at thi time, as afterwards, when Balaam 


taught B uakto lay Stumbling- blocks in their way; ar ch. time they 


were ſo humble, that God would ſee no Iniquity in them, becauſe 
there was no Perverſeneſs in them; indeed if God ſees no Perverſene 

in us, he will ſee no Iniquity in us. If we are not perverſe and obſti- 
rare, if we can be reclaimed, if we can be brot low before the Lord, 
we ſhall then find the Bleſſing of God, notwithſtanding all our Iniqui- 
ties; that which brings the Curſe upon us, is, when we are obſtinate 
and perverſe in Sin; when we are humble and brot down to the foot 
of God, the Lord will ſee no Iniquiry in us; tis obſtinacy and perverſe- 
neſs added to Iniquity that provokes God; if we are not perverſe in 


Sin, bur will humble our felves under the Mighty Hand of God for 


Sin, the Lord will fee no Iniquity in us. 

IV. The PER of God ſecured the Blefling ro his People, and 
therefore Balaam could not curſe them; God brot them our of Egypt, 
he hath as twere the ſtrength of an Unicorn; God (faith he) is on their 
fide, he hath appear'd for them, and brot them our of Egypt, he is the 
Srengrh of his People, and therefore his People hath as it were, the 


Strength of an Unicorn; God is on their fide, and where the Power of 


God is for any, there can be no Curſe on them, that Power will puſh 
down wharſoeier oppoſerh his people: This Balaam (peaks again in 
the next Chapter, God bro't him forth cut of Egypt, he hath as it were, 
the Strength of an Unicorn: This ſtuck wightily in Balaamt Stomach ; 
thought he, what will not that God do for his People, who hath brot 
chem our of Egypt 2 The fame Power cannot fail ro carry them thro! 
all, and to deſtroy 40 that would oppoſe them; where there is a truſt- 
ing to God, and a depending upon him, the Lord will exert and put 
forth ſuch Power in the Defence of his people, that all their Enemies 
ſhall nor be able to oppoſe : This the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of; O Gad, thou 
art terrible out of thy holy places; the God of Hrael i he that giveth ſlrength 
and Power unto hu people, bleſſed be God! Gods Power will ſecure his 
people againſt all the attacks of their Enemies, for he hath ſhown un- 
to his people, the power of his Works, that he may give them the He- 
rirage of the Heathen ; God having ſhown Faceb and Iſcael his power 
in bringing them from Egypt, there is no curſing them, for Gods Power 
is on their fide to the End. 

V. The CARE of God for his People keeps them from the Curſe : 
Surely there i no Inchantment againſt Jacob, neither there any Divi- 
nation againſt Iſrael ; as if he had ſaid, I've done what I could by 
Inchantments to curſe them, I have divined againſt rhetn, bur I pro- 
feſs my Art fails me, I can do them no hurt, the Care of God over 


themrefiſts all that I do againſt them. Jahn Fox tells of a famous 


Magitian in Germany, who uſed to do great Feats, and delude the 


People ; Milliam Tindall (whom God made uſe of to trapſlate the 


Bible into Engliſh) being once preſent when the Magitian was about 
his Work ; Tindall earneſtly pray d, that God won!d ſo baffle the At- 
| | tempts 
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tempts of Satan, that his Emiſſary might be able to do nothing; che 
Magiyan tried his Art again and again, bur all in vain, and at laſt 
was forc't to confeſs, ſome one or other there preſent hinder'd him: 
The good Man's Faith overcame the Works of the Devil : So here 
ſaith Balaam, there's no Inchantment againſt Jacob, nor Divination 
againſt Iſrael ; I've been ſacrificing, praying, and doing what I can, 
that I might enchant them, bur I can't prevail, if my Divination 
could have done them any hurt, T had effected ir, but alas! my En- 
chantments have no Succeſs againſt them: God took ſuch peculiar 
Care of his People, that even Balaam could not hurt them: We in 
this place can praiſe God for Mercy like this, tho we've had many 
Diviners divining againſt us, yer they ve been able to make nothing 
of their Divinations; ſo that we may ſay, Stand now with thy Inchant-Iſa. 47. 12. 
ments, and with the Multitude of thy Sorceries, wherein thou haſt labour. 
ed from thy Touth, if ſo be thou ſhalt be able to prevail, thou art wearied 
in the Multitude of thy Counſels ; let now the Aſtrologers, the Star-ga- 
zers, the Monthly-Progneſticators, ſtand up, and ſave thee from | - e 
things that ſhall come upon thee, behold they ſhall be as Stubble, the Fire 
ſhall burn them; God will cur ſhort all the Magical Arts of his Ene- 
mies againſt Facob and 1/7ael, let them ſtand forth with their Enchant- 
ments, they ſhall make nothing at all of them. 
VI. The — of God ſecure his People a Bleſſing; according to v. 23. 
this time, it ſhall be ſaid of Jacob and of Iſrael, what hath God wrought ? 
God hath wrought ſuch Works for them, that all the Counter-work- 
ings of their Enemies ſignify nothing; the great Works of God for his 
People bring Bleſſings upon them, and Salvation to them, let the Ene- 
mies do what they can againſt them; therefore let us come and be- Pal. 46. 8. 
hold the Works of the Lord, and what Deſolations he hath made on 
the Earth, for Gods wonderful Works are a Security to Jacob and 1/- 
rael againſt all the Curſes of all their Enemies. 
VII. Gods PROMISE to his People will bring a Bleſſing down 
upon them; Behold the People ſhall riſe up as 4 great Lion, and lift up v. 24, 
himſelf as a young Lion, and ſhall not lie down until he eat of the Prey, and 
drink the Blood of the Slain 5 Here's a gracious Promiſe to the People 
of God, that they ſhall be like a Lion, terrible to their Enemies; and 
like a young Lion, ſo ſtrong and vigorous, that they ſhall not lie down 
till they ve got the Prey, a Promiſe is rhis, that will ſurely confound 
all the Enemies of God, In the next Chapter this is ſpoken again, 
he couched, he laid down as a Lion, and as a great Lion who ſhall ſtir him 
? Bleſſed ij he that bleſſeth thee, and curſed is he that curſeth thee 3 
The true Saints of God ſhall be like Lions upon their Enemies, they 
ſhall rend ſuch in pieces as ſhall attempt to curſe them: A notable 
Promiſe the Lord hath made unto us of this; The Remnant of Ja- ' 
cob (tho' ir be but a Remnant, ſmall in Number, yet the Remnant Mic. 5. 8. 
F Jacob) ſhall be among the Gentiles, in the midſt of many People, as 4 
Lion among the Beaſts of the Forreſt, - 4 young Lion among the _ 


ch. 24. 9. 
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of Sheep, who if he goeth thro', both treadeth down, and teareth in pieces, f th 
ph = can 4 God will make the Remnant of Jacob (what is — 
left of him) as terrible to their Enemies as a Lion among Beaſts [Car- ſucci 
naliſts] or a young Lion to a Flock of Sheep [Common Profeſſors] this therr 
\ is the Promiſe of God to his People; and who then can curſe t ? Prie) 
Thus we've ſeen how Balaam, inſtead of curſing Jacob and Iſrael, was he k. 
conſtrain'd ro pronounce upon them, a ſeven- fold Blefling from God: the $ 
| Some Obſervations from hence, in a general way, I would give you, prac 
|} before we come to conſider the words of the Text more diſtinctly. and 1 
1 Note,. | | To a Force 
| (1/t.) Jacob and Iſrael are the Worlds Burden, this is an obvious Re- Saint 
il mark from hence; all true Saints are a Burden to the Earth, the agair 
lf World hates them, it cannot abide them, twould fain drive them out bling 
| j of the Earth; Gods People are terrible from the beginning hitherto, (3: 
Ii tho they are a ſcatter d peeled People, yer are they a Terrour to the find 1 
1 1 Tech. 12.1, 2. Earth, for ebus ſaith the Lord who ſtretcheth out the Heavens, and layeth Prief 
1 the Foundations of the Earth, and formeth the Spirit of Man within him : forw: 
1 Behold, Iwill make Jeruſalem a Cup of trembling to all the People round again 
7 about, when they ſhall lay ſiege both againſt Judah and againſt Jeruſalem; Prop! 
* and in that Day will I male Jeruſalem 4 burdenſcme Stone to all People, Time 
j | al-that burden themſelves with it _ be cut in pieces, tho all the People rule þ 
ot | of the Earth were gathered together againſt it. The Church of God you do 
1h! hath always been, and yet will be a burdenſome Stone to the world; phers 
4 it hath been an Exerciſe and a Plague ro the whole Earth, and will be they 
1 ſo, eſpecially to Apeſtates: So ſaith Obadi ab, The Houſe of Jacob ſhall and 
1 4 be a Fire, and the Nbuſe of Joſeph a Flame, and the Houſe of Eſau peopl 
hi (Apoſtares) for Stubble, and they ( Foſeph and Jacob) ſhall kindle in them, is giv 
| and devour them, and there ſhall not be any remaining of the Houſe of * F 
. Eſau, for the Lord hath ſpoken it: Its God's Truth that che Saints ſhall flight, 
(| | conſume all their Apoſtates Adverſaries. It hath been fo in all Ages, dank 1 
1 tis ſo now, and in Proceſs of time it ſhall be ſo much more; they that them 
j | meddle with Saints ſhall get nothing by it bur Confuſion, they do but Apoſt. 
| kick againft the Pricks. Note, : | do rej 
| (adh. ) When the Enemies can't oppoſe the Saints of God by Force, they the 83 
| | will do it by Fraud; Moab could nor fairly oppole Facob and Iſrael, and pher) 
1 therefore would do it cowardly ; they would hire Balaam to conjure and 1 
1 againſt thoſe whom themſelves could not fight. Thus many Balaams all thi 
{| Preachers and Profeſſors of our day, who dare not oppoſe the Saints oho'T 6 


1 | nly, yer ſecretly, clandeſtinely, underhand can prate againſt them tered. 
| Lich LoL ke Words ; in Taverns, or Coffee-houſes they peep, mutter- wy wn 
6 ing, whiſpering, divining, ſouthſaying and propheſying againſt whom of Go 


| 

| 

15 a they care not openly to encounter: Look, as Balaam would have con- the Sit 
ö | fulred with the Devil to curſe Facob and Iſrael, ſo do many now adays to the 
1 : according to the Old Verſe ; | the Pr 
1 | N broke 
if Eleere fi nequeo Superes, Acheronta movebe Man, 


1 - 
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If they can't get God to favour them, they labour to get the Devil on 
their ſide; they'll uſe Satanical Arts (ſlandering, Sc.) if they can't 
ſucceſsfully oppoſe the Saints like a * they will go out againſt 
them as a Serpent lying in ſecret to deſtroy their Souls : Thus the 
Prieſts treated Jeremiah, they did in ſecret plot to take away his Life, 
he knew not what they were _ bur was as a Lamb prepared for 
the Slaughter, till the Lord himſelf told him of their ſly miſchievous Ter, 1 f. 19. 
Practiſes againſt him. The Enemies of God do confederate together 
and take crafty Counſel againſt the Saints, when they can't prevail by 
Force: This is an Old Trick of Satan when he can't prevail againſt the 
Saints by Force, he will influence and ſecretly ſtir up ſome Balaam 
againſt them, who ſhall ſlander, bely, and abuſe them, laying ſtum- 
bling · blocks in their way. Hence note, 

(3dly.) In al Oppoſition againſt Jacob and Iſrael, you ſhall commonly 
find the Hands of the falſe Prophets and Prieſts; the Prophets and the 
Priefts are the chief in this Matter; as they have ever been moſt 
forward in moſt Miſchiefs, ſo eſpecially are they haſty to propheſy 
againft the People of God; Feremiah knew this full well (I wiſh his 
Prophecy was more read, we may in ir ſee the Character of theſe 
Times ;) The Prophets propheſy falſly (ſaith he) and the Prieſts bear Jer. 5. ur. 
rule by their means, and my people do love to have it ſo ; but what will 
you do in the end thereof ? Thus it is, and thus ir hath been, the Pro- 
phers propheſy falſly againſt the people of God, nor conſidering what 
they ſhall do in the end thereof: We find the Hands of the Prieſts 
and Prophets joyn'd with the Hands of the other Enemies of Gods 
People: From the leaſt of them, even unto the greateſt of them, every one er. 6. 11. 
is given to Covetouſneſs, and from the Prophet even unto the Prieſt, every 
one dealeth faiſly, they ve healed the hurt of the Daughter of my People 
ſlightly, ſaying, Peace, Peace, when there M no Peace: They labour ro 
daub with untemper'd Mortar, and to patck up Sinners, by taking 
them into their corrupted Communions, whereby they ſo harden 
Apoſt ates in their Sins, that none are aſham'd of their Iniquiries, or S 
do repent of their Perjuries, but do ruſh upon their Sins, and againſt 
the Saints as a Horſe ruſherh into the Battle: e H me (faith the Pro- Jer. 10. 19. 
phet) for my hurt, my N ound s grievous, and I ſaid truly thy n a Grief, 
and I muſt bear it, (why, what's the matter? what cauſe is there for = 
all this Grief?) For the Paſtors are become bruitiſh, and have not ſought © * 
the Lord, therefore ſhall they not proſper, and all their Flocks ſhall be 2 — 
tered, The Paſtors of Churches ſpecially where there are zwo Paſtors 
to one Church) are become bruitiſp, and in order to deſtroy the People 
of God the Enemy doth make ule of theſe Britiſh Paſtors, You find 
the Sins of thoſe that were ſer over the people, occaſfion'd much Grief 
to the Prophet: You've manv norable Scriptures to ſhew-whar Hand 
the Prieſts have in a Miſchief 3 My Heart within me (faith Feremiah) Jer. 23. 9. 
1j broken becauſe of the Prophets, all my Bones ſhake, I am like a drunken 
Man, and like a Man whom Ni * hath overcome, becauſe of the =_ v. 10, 11. 
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and becauſe of the words of his Holineſs : How fo ? For the Land is full ef 
Adulterers, becauſe of Swearing the Land mourneth ; the pleaſant Places of 
the Wilderneſs are dried up, and their Courſe is evil, and their Force is not 

right : For both Prophet and Prieſt are prophane, yea, in my Houſe have I 
: Found their Wickedneſs, ſaith the Lord. I've ſeen Folly in the Prophets of 
Samaria (the corrupter ſort) they propheſied in Baal, and cauſed my People 
Iſrael to err, I've ſen alſo in the Prophets of Jeruſalem (Pretenders to 
Purity) an horrible Sin, they commit Adulteries, they walk in Lies, they 
ſtrengthen the Hands of evil doers, that none doth return from their Wick: 
edneſs: They are all of them as Sodom, and the Inhabitants thereof as 
Gomorrah : Therefore thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, concerning the Pro- 
phers, Behold, I will feed them with Mormwood, and make them drink the 
Water of Gall : For from the Prophets of Jeruſalem is Prophaneneſs gone 
forth into all the Land. Hence, Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Hearken, 
not unto the Words of the Prophets that make you vain; they ſpeak a 
Viſion out of their own Heart, and not out of the Mouth of the Lord: They 
ſay ftill unto them that deſpiſe me, the Lord hath ſaid ye ſhall have Peace; 
and they ſay unto every one that walketh after the Imagination of his own 

Heart, nd Evil ſhall come upon you : Pray mark, * they, you may 
walk as you will, God will not be angry for this, or that; for who 
bath ſtood in the Counſel of the Lord. and hath perceived and heard his 
word, who hath marked his word, and heard it? Who is there (ſay 
they) that underſtands the Mind of God, about this, or that? Yow 
are left ro your Liberty, you may do as you will, we can find nothing 
in Gods Word about ſuch Matters: As an Effeminate Preacher coul 
BRAG, that the word Effeminate was not in the Bible, till ſham'd out 
of his Ignorance by his Concordance; But alas, How long ſhall it be in 
the Heart of theſe Prophets, to propheſy Lies ? Tea, they are Prophets of 
the Deceits of their own Hearts, which think to cauſe my people to forget 
my Name by their Dreams, which they tell every Man to his Neighbour, as 
their Fathers bave forgotten my Name for Baal. You fee how miſchiev- 
ous the Prophets were to the people; therefore, Behold I am againſt 
them which do propheſy falſe Dreams, ſaith the Lord, and do tell them, and 
cauſe my people to err by their Lies, and by their Lightneſs, and yet I 
ſent them not, I commanded them not, therefore they ſhall not profit thi 
people at all, ſaith the Lord God; the Prophets by their Lies, and b 
their Lightneſs, by their lying Talk, and by the Lightneſs, Frothineſs 
and Vanity of their Lives, by their Wickedneſs and Corruptions they 
3 their Flocks; and for oppoſing theſe their Abominations, they 

eek the Ruin of Jacob and T/rae!, rho' their Malice ſhall turn to a 
Blefling, and be our Mercy! 

| (4thly.) Even falſe Prophets, who have not the Spirit of God ſavingh, 
may by Fits and Seaſons, ſpeak great Truths of God: Balaam the Diviner 
here ſpeaks Many high and myſterious Truths; it is a common Say- 
ing, ſuch a Miniſter muſt needs be a good Man; Why ſo ? Oh he 
preacheth good Things; he opens the Doctrine of Juſtification wr 


( 25) 


he treats well about Sanctification; ir may be ſo, and yet he be 


no good Man; this is no more than Vi#ous _— have done, and may 
do: But confider ; 1. Doth not your very Conſcience tell you he 
don't ſpeak all good? 2. And know you not that he practices not the 
Good he preaches ? Indeed few care to hear the Truth of God univer- 
fally and impartially ſpoken, and fewer care to attend where the Prac- 
tice of Truth is urg d They will rather go where the Truth is par- 
tially ſpoken, and —— obey d, under pretence that ſome Truth is 
ſpoken: By this Rule you might have heard Balaam, and may hear 
a Papiſt, or Mahometan preach; for all ſay ſome good Things: Alas 
for ſuch, whom a few good Words and fair Speeches delude | Too ma- 
ny fimple Souls thro Covetouſneſs with feigned Words, are made 
Merchandize of; there are that ſpeak great ſwelling Words of Va. 
nity, to allure People tho the Luſts of the Fleſh (eſpecially the goſter- 
ing Ant inomi an, that talk much of Juſtification from Eternity, but ſhow 
little of Sanctification in time) I muſt tell you (tho tis an affrontive 
Truth) that many of che Prophets and Preachers of this day, are 
worſe than Balaam; They miniſter not ſo honeſtly as Balaam ; I will 


bring you Word (faith he to the Princes of Moab) what the Lord ſhall Ch. 22. 8. 


ſay unto me; and again, if Balak would give me his Houſe full of Silver 
and Gold, I cannot go beyond the Word f my God, to do lefs, or more; 
Where is this to be found now in People or Preachers, that they 
will not go beyond the Word of the Lord for a Houſe full of 
Silver and Gold, ro do leſs, or more ? A. ſmaller quantity will 
prevail with many, to do the greateſt Evils ; few need to be tempted 
with a Houſe full; yet Balaam ſaid, he would nor depart from God's 
Word, to do leſs, or more, tho' Balak would give him an Houſe full 
of Gold and Silver, he would neither abate of the Word of God, 
nor add to ir. Again we find Balaam faid unto Balak, Lo I am come 
unto thee, have 1 any Power at all to ſay any thing? The Mord that God 
putteth into my Mouth that I ſhall ſpeak; Pray mark, The Word that 
God put into his Mouth, that he would ſpeak , how few can make 
this Declaration with Balaam? When the Word of God was plainly 
told by him, Balak could not bear it, as neither will People bear x 


now, if a Man fay nothing but God's Word; however Balaam was 


fo faithful, as plainly to tell Balak, he would _ nothing elſe: So 
in this Chapter, when Balak was diiturb'd , 
not Iſrael, ſaith he, Muſt not I take heed to ſpeak that which the Lord 


hath put into my Mouth? J muſt needs take heed to ſpeak that which 


the Lord would have me ſpeak, Now Friends, what do you think 
of thoſe miſerable Preachers, who come ſhorr of Balaam's Faithful- 


neſs? A fad thing tis to think how many Preachers fall ſhort of 


what Balaam arrived to! Again we find him ſaying, All that the 
Lord ſpeaketh unto me, that will I do; I muſt ſpeak that, and nothing 
elſe; this I am ſure of, they are worſe than Balaam, that don't give 


heed to ſpeak God's Word, and on and all his Word, who preach 
eicher 


cauſe Balaam curſed 


v. 18. 


v. 30. 


v. 26. ; 


Heb. 6. 1. 


2 Per. 2. 
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either more or leſs; People will ſay, their Preachers ſpeak many 
ood Things, What is that to the purpoſe ? Balaam ſpoke many good 
Things, and ſeem'd to be ſo conſcientious, that he dard not to ſay 
leſs, or more, than what God had put into his Mouth, and yet he 
was a mad Prophet, a Confurer; what then are they that go not fo 
far as Balaam ; Friends, bear with me, ſaying, That as much as the 
Pope is condemn'd in this Nation, there are two Evils found in it, al- 
low'd not of by him, Two Paſtors in One Church, {a more mon- 
ſtrous fight than wo Heads on one Body) — and Perriwips on Prieſts 
Heads! What a Scandal is this, that Balaam the great Diviner at 
Rome, condemns Evils praCtic'd by Diviners near Home? It is not e- 
nough that Men preach ſome good Things, fo did Judas and Demas, 
ſo did rhe Meſſengers of Satan, who transform d themſelves into An- 
gels of Light the better ro deceive , ſo did they who preach'd Chriſt 
out of Envy the better to malign , nothing is more common, than for 
thoſe ro ſpeak ſome good Words who go about ro delude others: There 
muſt be a Preaching Truth thoroughly, or the Blood of the People 
will be found in the Skires of the Preachers; the Wrath of God is 


- reveal'd from Heaven againſt a/l that withhold any Truth in Unrighte- 


ouſneſs, or that ſhun to declare any part of the Counſel of God; it's 
won't to be made the Mark of an Hypocrite, to do only ſome Duties; 
Saints (ſay Preachers) are wniver/al in Duties, they neglect none; 
and is it not equally the Mark of an yocritica! Preacher to be par- 
tial in his Work? Yer oh, how partial are moſt in their Preaching ? 
We have a Race of one Artiele Preachers, who under pretence of 
Preaching Fundamentals, neglect many Truths! What faith Paul te 
this? Let us preſs forward to Perfection, (not always dwell upon any one 
Truth) they are Babes, and unskilful in the Word of Righteouſneſs (what- 
ever Men think of them) who are ever laying the Foundation, and Luild 
no Superſtrutture upon it; How much more abominable then are thoſe, 
who promile Liberty to others, becauſe themſelves are Servants to Cor- 
ruption, and that are Patterns of Licentiouſneſs ro their Flocks, inſtead 
of Examples of Purity; not only Fundamentals are to be preacht (as 
ſome call them) bur all Truths; there are among the Papiſts and Pre- 
{atiſts, ſome that will own, and preach the _ Fundamentals; if 
theſe then are enough, why do any ſeparate from them? Thou ſhalr 
ſpeak all that I ſay unto thee, is God's Commiſſion ro his Minifter ; 
and indeed however ſome blaſpheme the Canon of Scripture, by de- 
nying its perfection, it is ſufficient to furniſh every one unto all good 
Works; and they who are partial in Preaching it, are odious to God, 
who will (he does indeed) make them contemptible among Men; 
rhere are none more contemprible than the trimming partial Preach- 
ers of the Age; it is God hath made them fo vile to the World, for 
their baſe partiality in his Law, both in their Preaching and Practice! 
Alas, how few Patterns of Godlineſs do we fee among our publick 
Speakers? Some have been ſo far from 1 Holineſs, that they 
have oppos d at their feaſt ing godly Talk; they ſaid hat was no _ 

| on 


What avails Profeſſion without Poſſeſſion of the Truth? to ſpeak 1 — 
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fon for it, indeed ſome of thefe have come far North, (whither with all 
their rricking they have been loath ro TRAIL back) and fo would 
not have their hearty feeding on our Southern Cares interrupred ; bur 
muſt ir not be ſaid of ſuch, their Belly is their Ged, they are Spots in 
aur Feaſts, and (with all their Fame) it's to be fear d, the End of ſuch 
will be Deſtruction, unleſs they diſcover more Baithfulneſi in preaching, 

and Fruit fulneſ in prctice. | 
(5thly.) They are but mad Prophets that do not believe, and praftice 
whas they themſelves preach; the beſt that can be ſaid of ſuch is chat 
they are mad Prophets, this is the Word the Holy Spirit makes 
uſe of concerning them, and their Father Balaam ; They've forſaken the 


Onine ma- 
lum ab aqui- 
one. 


right way, they ve gone aftray, following the example of Balaam the Son of 2 Per, 2. 1 5* 


Boſor, who loved the Wages of Unrighteouſneſi, but he was rebuked for his 
Iniquity ; the dumb Af Freakin with Mans Voice, forbad the madneſs of 
the Prophet. Thoſe that ſo follow their Gain or Intereſt, as ro bate 
any thing of the Truth for their Profit, tho they ſpeak ſome very good 
Things, yet they are but mad Prophets: How many are there even 
under the Title of Congregational, who appear ro be mad Prophets, in 
that tho they ſpeak ſome good things; yer, 1. They do not ſpeak all 
the Truth. 2. Nor do they ſeem to believe, at leaſt they do not act 
according to what they ſpeak : This is perfect Madneſs | I have a few 


things ou thee (ſaith our Lord to the Church of Pergamos) becauſe Rev. 2. 14. 
x 


thou haft there them that hold the Doctrine of Bala am, who taught Bala 
to eaſt a ſtumbling-block before the Children of Iſrael, to eat things facri- 
ficed to Idols, and to commit Fornication, How many mad Prophets 
are there of this ſort, who teach People ro temporize, and comply; 
to daub and trick ;- who teach Truth by Halves, and do bur little of 
ir, becauſe they love the wages of unrighteouſneſs? There's a Preacher 
lately in print had the Impudence (tho he hath kepr with ſeperate Con- 
gregarions for theſe forty years) ro defy the World to prove that in all 
this time, he ever diſſwaded any from Conformity to the Church of England; 
a Challenge ſhowing HO mad the Man is! For his Nonconformity 
hath as loudly to this Followers preach'd againſt Conformity, as a Bell- 
weather actually ſtraying from the Fold, teacheth the Flock to run. 
after him tho he makes no great bleating: This Man hath kept up 
Meetings long to little purpoſe; If the Church England was good in 
his Eyes why ſhould he ſeperate from it? If twas bad why ſhould he 
not difſwade from it? They are but mad Prophets that thus prate 
teaching their People ro commit Fornication, and when they have ſo 
done with the Whore to wipe their Mouths and to ſay, they've done 
no Evil: This is a:dreadful Abomination, to make a Rent or Schiſm in 
a Church by praftice, and yet not to be able ro condemn ſuch a Church 
in Speech! Talkers and nor Doers Chriſt rells us are abominable ro- 


him, Not every one that ſaith Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom Matth. 7 


of Heaven, but he that doeth the Will of my Father which is in Heaven: 
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ihings and not to act accordingly, is to be like Balaam? "Twas a 
Good Saying of one of theſe mad Prophets, People will talk of San- 
ctification, but when they come to particulars, where is their San- 

* Etification ? They are for Sanctification in the Lump, bur where 
js their Sanctification in Speech, in Dreſs, in Walk ? And yer ths 
cle mad Prophet (like a CLARK of his Order, who preach'd againſt plaired 
air on Nomen, Heads, with a monſtrous ſhow of it on his own) can 
do ſuch things as Nature it ſelf tells him to his very Head and Face 
are ſhameful! Alas theſe are bur mad Prophets that ſay and do not: Ill 
only inſtance about them what Chriſt ſaith, The Scribes and Phariſees 
ſet in Moſes hi Seat; all therefore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that 


Legit ut 
Y.GUS. 


Mart. 23. 
| ; They are S4ints in the Pulpit and Satans elſewhere! They bind heavy 
Burdens upon Peoples Shoulders, but they themſelves won't touch them with 
one of their Fingers, They can talk of Sanctification, Repentance, 
and Godlineſs in the general, but they will not touch them with one 
of their Fingers, ac leaſt not with their Heads and Faces ; one would 
wonder where the much ralk'd of Sanctification and Purity of theſe 
Profeſſors and Preachers lies, we can ſee none of ir, we can find in 
them very little or no Separation from rhe reſt of the World, if they 
are ſanctify d, tis more than any know, but themſelves, In truth, (as 
an old godly Preacher ſaid) without a Ticket pinn'd on their Back, 
you'll not know theſe Profeſſors from Prefane: Our Lord further de- 
{cribes them, Wo unto you Scribes, Phariſees, Hypocrites, for ye ſhut up 
. the Kingdom of Heaven againſt Men ; for ye neither go in your ſelves, nor 
ſuffer you them that are entring to go in: This verified in man 
Preachers of this Day; with much ado yon may be allow'd to talk of 
Godlineſs before ſome of them, bur if you will labour to act it, to be 
ſtrict in your Converſation, ro be Godly indeed, what then? Why 
then they will hinder you, they'll diſcourage you, they'll prevent you 
as much as in them lies ; many that prerend to be of ſuch or ſuch a 
Party and Denomination, will hate even thoſe that will be ſtrict to the 
Principles of their own Party, Wo unto you Scribes, Phariſees and Hypo- 
crites (ſaith our Lord) you make clean the outſide of the Cup and Platter, 
but within you are full of Extortion and Exceſ. Indeed this part of the 
Character is rather too high for moſt of our Preachers, they are ſcarce 
ſo clean as this comes to, therefore paſs we on; Wo unto you Scribet, 
Phariſees and Hypocrites, ye build * Sepulchres of the dead Prophets 
(mighry honourable Words you have for thoſe Miniſters of Chrift thar 
are dead and gone) but ye kill them that are alive (ye revile and perſe- 
cure thoſe that would tread in their Steps) Ie Generation of Vipers 
(ſaith our Lord ro ſuch) how can you eſcape the Damnation of Hell > How 
indeed can ſuch eſcape the Damnation of Hell that do oppoſe 2hoſe ve- 
ry Truths of Jeſus Chriſt, when practis d by others, which they them- 
{elves either once profeſ d to hold, or which the Principles of that Pro- 
feſſion they make oblige them to hold? I haye often ſaid it, and I ſay 

it 
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obſerve and do; but do ye not after their Works : for they ſay and do not. 
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ir again, that I can prove the Faith and Order of this Church, our Bec 
lief and our Practice not only from the Holy Scriptures of Truth, but 
likewiſe from ehe conſent of the Faithful in Ages paſt: Yer are we count- 
ed Hereticks, Schiſmatichs, Fanaticks, and what not ? only for profeſ- 
ſing and practiſing thoſe very Truths, which Saints before us have 
own'd ; bat ſurely herein our Adverſaries are like Balaam, mad Pro- 

hers; wharſoever uo things they ſpeak, they ſpeak not all the 

ruth, and they practiſe /e/5 than they ſpeak—— 

(6thly.) 1 would note, that God will aſſuredly baffle all the force and 
fraud of the Enemies to Jacob and Iſrael; the Lord rurned the Cur- 
fings of Balaam into Bleſſings; his intended Curſes prov'd real Bleſ- 
fings to the People of God, and fo ſhall it ever be. The Diviner 
Balaam was ſlain by the Sword, the Holy Spirit rakes ſpecial notice 
of it; Balaam alſo the Son of Beor, the Sooth-ſayer (in the Margent Joſ. 13. 22. 
tis, the Diviner) did the Children of Iſrael lay, with the Sword among 
thoſe that were ſlain by them: There is a common Cuſtom among us ro 
call ſuch an order of people Divines, you had better call many of 
them Diviners, for they go much more after their own Fancies, Hu- 
mors, and Intereſts, than by the Divine Rule: This Diviner Balaam 
was ſlain, and we may be ſure, thar God will ſlay all ſuch Diviners 
(let them with Balaam, ſpeak never ſuch fine Words) as practice a 
Secret Oppoſition to Jacob and I/rac! ; the Lord fruſtrateth the Tokens 
of the Liars, and maketh the Diviners mad, and he turneth the wiſe Men Ifa. 44. 25. 
backward, and maketh their knowledg fooliſh : How many Diviners hath 
God fruftrared in our fight 2 We have ſeen hing Preachers ( Diviners) 
hing Profeſſors turn d backwards, and made Fools of who have ad- 
vanc'd lying Propheſies againſt us; that have hed, not only in the Cha- 
racters they ve given us, bur alſo in the times they ve ſer for our fall; 

How many half years are elapſed fince the half year, one of theſe ly- 
ing Diviners fer for our downfal 2 God hath fruſtrated his Tokens, 
he hath made ſuch Diviners mad, they are ſtark mad when they ſee 
their Divinations not to paſs; the Lord hath turn'd theſe wiſe 
Men backward, and hath made their Knowledg Foolifhnefs ; ſo that 
we've ſeen the Lords gracious promiſe fulfilled ro our Comforr, No 
Weapon that 1 form'd againſt thee ſhall proſper, and every Tongue that 
ſhall riſe up ag ainſt thee in Judgment thou ſhalt condemn ; this xs the He- 
ritage of the Servants of the Lord, and their re is of me, ſaith 
the Lord: Such as have rhe Righteouſneſs of Chriſt upon them, that 
are his Servants, need fear no Weapon, no Tongue ; no Weapon ſhall 
proſper, and all lying Tongues (that uſe fraud and deceir againft 
them) ſhall be deſtroyed. Jeremiah cautions againſt crediting rheſe Jer. 29. 9. 
Diviners : Therefore hearken not ye to your Prophets, nor to your Divi- 

ners, (as who would ſay to your Reverend Divines) nor to your Dream- 

ers, nor to your Enchanters, nor to your Sorcerers, for they propheſy a Lie 

unto you, they tell you ſmooth things (that you ſhall have abundant Suc- 

ceſs, bur tis a Lie) bearken not to them: _ again, Thus ſaith the my Jer. 29. $. 
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(39) 
of Heſti, let not your Prophets, nor the Diviners (Divines) that are in 
the midſt of you deceive you, neither hearken ye to their Dreams, which 

Mic, 3.5.6.7, they caus'd to be dream'd ! Let me only add to this what Micah ſairh. 
Thus ſaith the Lord concerning the — that make my People err, that 
bite with their Teeth, and cry Peace ;. and he that putteth not into their 
Mouths, they even prepare War againſt him, therefore Night ſhall be unto 
you, that you ſhall not have a Viſion, and it ſhall be Dark unto you, that ye 
ſhall not divine, and the Sun ſhall go down over the 2 and the Day 
ball be Dark over them, then ſhall the Seers be aſham d, and the Diviners 
confounded, yea, they ſhall all cover their Lips, for there #.n0 anſwer of God : 
Bleſſed be God we've ſeen much of this verify'd, and hope yet to ſee 
more of this Judgment that the Prophet paſſeth upon the Divines, and 
Profeſſors of hn Day, verify'd on thoſe in our Day; many will cry, 
you muſt be charitable, you muſt not uſe hard Speeches, no biti 
with the Teeth, yer theſe very People will make-nothing of biring — 


their Teeth, ſo that they will nor only judg a Mans Eternal State, and 
preſently condemn him for an Hy pocrite and a Reprobate that croſſes. 
them, but they Il labour 40% his Ruin in the World; they'll cry indeed 
Peace, Peace, where the Lord ſaith, what Peace can there be, as long 
as ſuch and ſuch Whoredoms and Abominations are ſo many and 
Bas oft & ab Neat ? It was a true ſaying of One, concerning ſuch Pretenders to 


G. Fox 


Charity. They that cry ſo much againſt judping, and are affraid of 
66 Tu dgment, whether they be Apaſtates, Profeſſt ors,. or  Profane, they are 
* the moſt judging People of all others; that Spirit which can't bear the 
* erue Judgment of God, N ever for judging wrongfully: They'll 


toſte doceri. 


pretend to. be mighty Charitable, yer one Scripture convinceth me, 


that ſuch Preachers and Profeſſors, with all their B RAG S, have no 
a.Cor. 13, Charity at all. [Charity rejoiceth not in Iniquity, ] Now theſe Charity- 
Cryers, when they ſee any Iniquity in thoſe they hate, either real. or 
ſuppeſed (c is alike for. that 3) Oh how: glad are they? How do they 


rejoice in ir > How will they ſer at one Table (ar publick Houſes to 
chooſe) with the profane, and (like Fools) publiſh and make a Boaſt 
of Sin; nay further, theſe Charitable Dont, if you pur not into their 
Mouths, they'll prepare War againſt you; What makes them rage 
and war ſo much againſt this poor Jacob and ral, bur the ſtop that 


hath been pur ro ſome of their Griſt, their Gain? Dumb Dogs indeed 
Wa. 56: fuch are, that cant bark againſt Sin, but withal, ſuch greedy Dogs 


are they, that they can bark loud enough for their Gain their 


Quarters (for their Quateridge;) but for our Comfort, the Lord hath 


told us, . The Sun ſhall go down over ſuch Prophets, and the Day ſhall be 


Dark unto them: Their Sun and their Moon ſhall give no Light, their 
Enjoyments will be taken away from them: Bear. with me 
For truly I am Full of Power by the Spirit of the Lord; and of 
wil come upon theſe dry Vines, theſe Diviners for M 
Head: judg 
| (truly) 


o ſaying; 


and of Might, to declare unto them. theſe Sins: You ſee N what 
, for the 
Reward, and the Prieſts teach for Hire, and the Prophet: 


31 
truly) they divine for Money ; yet (for all this Abomination) they lean 
the Lord, and they ſay, % not the Lord among u, none Evil can come 
upon us ; Oh (ſay they) we are for Faith in Chriſt, as well as you; 
ſure we are Believers as well as you, we are for Juſtification by Chrift 
only, and ſurely no Evil can come to us; yer ſee how angry the 
Lord is with them ; For your ſake, (Oh you lying Prophers) ſhall Zion 
be plowed as 4 Feild, and Jeruſalem ſhall become Heaps, and the Moun- 
tain of the Houſe uu be as the high places of the Forreſt, I am fully 
perſwaded, that God will fruſtrate the Tokens of ſuch Divines, Di- 
viners, Sorcerers, call them what you pleaſe, and that God will ap- 
ar againſt them, as certainly as he will appear againſt any profane 
— of the Nation; for alas! theſe very Men bring the greateſt 
Wrath, and the moſt ſingular Curſes upon a Nation: Theſe Diviners 
that divine for Money, tis theſe that make a Land to be plowed as 
a Field, and a defenc'd City to become ruinous Heaps; therefore 
Wrath is upon them to the uttermoſt. Thus you've ſeen the Con- 
nection of theſe Words: Balaam, a mad Prophet, ſetting himſelf to di- 
vine againſt the People of God, after all his Eſſays is forc'd to break 
out into this Exclamation: Surely there u no Enchantment againſt Ja- 
cob, nor Divination againſt Iſrael ; according to thy time it ſhall be ſaid 
of Jacob, and of Iſrael, what hath God wrought 2 As if the Wretch had 
ſaid, I never knew my Art to fail before, but now I profeſs, my En- 
chantments and Divinations are of no force, therefore from this time 
ir ſhal be ſaid of Jacob and of ruel, what hath God wrought for 
them? A Pillar may be ſer up hence- forth, with this Inſcription, 
What hath God wrought for Jacob and for Iſrael, in delivering them 
from King Balak, and the Diviner Balaam, who had been ſeeking the 
Ruin of 4. Saints, but the Lord 1 — for them in ſuch a wonder- 
ful manner, that it deſerves eſpecially to be recorded? Thus from the 
Mouth of an Enemy, we have a Confeſſion of the great Appearances 
of God, and his mighty Workings for his People; according to this 
time it ſhall be ſaid of Jacob and of Iſrael, What hath God wroughr? 
This leads to the Second Thing, viz- The Explication of the Text; 
there are four Things I would obſerve to you in it. 
I. A Time, according to this Time. 
II. A People, Jacob and Iſrael. 
III. A Work, what hath God wrought ? 
IV. A Speech, it ſhall be 77 what hath God wrong hr 
So that in the Text you've theſe four Things to be expfain d, a Time, 
a People, a Work, and a Speech, According unto this Time it ſhall be ſaid 
of Jacob and Iſrael, what hath God wrought d 
I. Let us conſider he Time; here's a notable Time ſpoken of, ac- 
cording unto this Time zhe lays a ſtreſs upon the Time, as a remarkable 
Time and Period, as a Time that had no parallel, according to this 
Time: I would obſerve a few Things from this. | 
* 4, There are ſpecial Times of Mercy to the _— In that Day * 
2 


a. 12. 1. 


I, 27. 1. 


| („ 

the Prophet) I'll praiſe thee, for tho thou waſt angry with mes thine An- 

er 5s turn d away, and thou comfortedſt me, in that Day: There are ſpe- 
cial Days of Mercy to the People of God; a day of Salvation, and an 
accepted Time there is to every true Saint! Tho a Saints whole Life 
is fill'd with Goodneſs, Mercy and Truth, yet every Saint bath like- 
wiſe ſome ſpecial Seaſons, ſome remarkable Times wherein Mercy is 
extended to him! 

2. The ſpecial Times of Mercy to the Saints are the Times when the Ma. 
lice and Sabel y of the Enemys are defeated; When the Enemys think to 
prevail over the People of God, to ſpoil them, to remove them, and 
then God defears their Malice, their Rage, their ſecret Fraud, this is a 


ſpecial time of Mercy to the Saints; when their Enemies Rage is over- 


rul'd to the good of God's People, this is the Saints Jubilee, ſpecially 
when they ger Succeſs over their ſecret Enemies : In that Day, the Lord 
with hin great, ſore and ſtrong Sword, ſhall puniſh Leviathan, the pier- 
eing Serpent (or as tis in the Margent, the Serpent croſſing like a Bar, 
that will wrythe hither and thither, that tricks and deceives) when the 
Lord ſhall ſlay ths crooked Serpent, and the Dragon in the Sea; in that Day 
we ſhall ſing unto the Lord a Vineyard of red Mine: In that Day when 
the Lord defears his crafry Enemies, that are like Serpents for their 
Subtilty, chat is a Day of ſpecial Mercy and Grace to the People of 
God: So tis when God defeats the inward Temptations, Luſts, Sins, 
and Corruprions of his People; this is a Day of ſpecial Mercy to ns, 
when the Lord reſcues us out of the Snares of the Devil, God defeats 
his Malice and Subtilty againſt us, and his Wiles are ſo revealed to us, 
that we ſhun them, this is a Day of ſpecial Mercy indeed: So was this 


a time of ſpecial Mercy to the Children of 1/rae/, when the Lord de- 


feared the ſubtile Conjurations of this Diviner againſt them. 

3. Such Times of ſpecial Mercy to the Saints in the Lord's Delivering 
them from their Enemies ought to be noted by us: There ought to be a 
ſpecial Remark pur upon thoſe Times wherein we've ſeen the Salyari- 
on of God, when he hath baffled the Frauds, the crafty Defigns that 
were hatching ”_ us, we ſhould put a ſpecial Remark upon ſuch 
Times and Seaſons. When the Children of I/rael went our of Egypt, 

„for 


Exod - 12.42, faid the Lord Thi 5 4 Night to be much obſerved unto the Lor 


Iod. 13.3. 


bringing them out of the Land of Egypt: thu s that Night to be obſerved 
of the Children of Iſrael in all their Generations. Such a Time in which 
God appears to and for his People ought ſpecially to be obſerved ; the 
Day of our Converſion to the Lord (if we knew the preciſe Time) 
would be ſpecially noticd ; the Day of our Solemn Dedication unto 
God in his Church, ought to be obſerved ; we ſhould diligently notice 
thoſe Times in which God beſtows his ſingular Mercies on us: So 
Moſes faid unto the People, Remember this Day in which ye came out of 
Egypt, from the Houſe of Bondage; for by ſtrength of Hind the Lord 
bro't you from this place : There ſhall be no leavened Bread eaten. Upon 
ſuch a Day eſpecially, all things ſhould be done with Sincerity — 

| r1gntnels ; 
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rightneſs 3 we ſhould remember ſuch a day of Mercy and Salvation in 
a moſt ſingular manner. In Eſther you've a remarkable place for this, 
the Lord had given a wonderful Salvation to his Church, from the 
Rage and Craft of cruel] Haman ; now ſee what a ſpecial Obſervation 


of that day the Children of Iſrael made, On the thirteenth day of the Eſth. 9.17, 


Month Adar, and on the fourteenth day of the ſame reſted they,and made it 
A day of Feaſting and Gladneſi. Again tis remark'd that the Jews of the Vil. 
lages (that dwelt in the unwalled Towns) made the fourteenth day of 
the Month Adar a day of Gladneſs und Feaſting, and a good day of ſending 
Portions one to another, becauſe of that great Salvation which the Lord 
had given unto them, Tis convenient, yea neceſſary, that on Days of 
Thankſgiving, Portions ſhould be ſent to the Needy, there mould be a 
contributing to their Relief and Suftenance : Further, we find they 
eſtabliſh'd this among them, that they ſhould keep the fourteenth day of 
the Month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the ſame, yearly : As the days 
when the Jews reſted from their Enemies, and the Month which was turned 
unto them from Sorrow to Foy, and from Mourning to a good day : that they 
ſhould make them days of Feaſting and Foy, and of ſending Portions to one 
another, and of Gifts to the Poor : And they called theſe Days Purim, be- 
cauſe of the divining Lot that Haman caſt in order to find out a convenient 


time for their Deſtruct ion, but the Lord defeated him, Tis a thing very See v. 26. #0 


v. 19. 


V. 21. 


remarkable that God ſhould thus frequently ſer it down ; how ſtrict end. 


the Fews were to keep theſe Days of Grace, both for themſelves, and 
for their Seed: God takes it very unkindly when People forget the 


Days of their Mercy and Salvation. Thou haſt not (ſaith the Lord) Ezek. 1843 


remember d the days of thy Youth, but haſt fretted me in all theſe things : 
We ought to take notice of ſuch ſpecial Seaſons wherein the Lord hath 
vouchſaft great Bleſſings to us, leſt we fret him: You ſee then, tis 
an equitable thing to keep ſuch a Day as now we are celebrating, with 
Thankſgiving, becauſe of the great Mercies beſtow'd therein upon 
us. Thijs is the firſt part of the Text. 

IT, We have here a People named, a People famons in their Genera- 
tion, Facob and Iſrael ; according to this Time ir ſhall be ſaid of Jacob 
and of I/rael, What hath God wrought ? It may be a queſtion with ſome 
why he puts in both the Names of the Church Jacob and Iſrael? Take 


the anſwer to ir thus. 


1. He names Jacob, to note the meanneſs and fewneſs of the Churches 


Members; the Church (as numerous as twas now) began bur in one 
Family, and that a poor Mans Family roo : Facob was a mean Man 
little accounted of in the World, therefore the Lord here calls his 
Church by this Name, Jacob, to ſhew that his Mercy ſhall appear to 
his People in their g_ loweſt, meaneſt State: We find Jacob 
Characterizing him 

of all the Mercies, and of all tho Truth which thou haſt ſhewed thy Servant ; 
for with my Staff I paſſed over Jordan, and am now heceme two Bands, 
(in the Margent tis, I am leſs than the leaſt of thy Mercies 3) I am a 


moſt inconſiderable mean Creature, I had nh my Staff formerly, and 
now 


elf as in a very poor mean Eſtate, I am nor worthy Gen. 32, 10. 


„ BG - 

now I am bur two Bands at moſt, very ſmall is my whole Force, ne 
more than theſe two ſmall Bands: Hence in Jaiab the Lord calls his 
Church the Worm Jacob; and Amos ſets out it's low Eſtate by ſaying 
Jacob is ſmall, whereby ſhall he ariſe ! This Name Jacob then, is us d 

ro ſhow the meanneſs and fewneſs of the Church, over which yet God 

hath a ſpecial Care; few and mean as he is, Jacob is the Darling of God. 

2. He calls the Church 1/-ae/, ro intimate their power and number; 

for tho Faceb was little ar firſt, yet he grew to be Iſrael, one that like a 

Gen, 32.28. Prince had Power with God, and prevail'd : We find him thus nam d 
for his power with God, and the Lord ſaid, thy Name ſhall no more 

be called Jacob but Iſrael, for 4 a Princo thou haſt Power with God, and 

haſt prevail'd ; God oftentimes makes of inconſiderable ones a potent 

People; of Jacob he makes T/rae/, Now the Lord ſets down both 

Names, Jacob and 1/74el, ro ſhow his Work for his Saints, when poor, 

Num:24.17. and when ſtronger gather'd into Bodies: Hence tis ſaid, that a Star 
ſhall come out of Jacob, and a Sceptre ſhall ariſe out of Iſrael, that ſhall 

ſmite the Corners of Moab, and deftroy all the Children of Sheth : 

Great Power God will give unto his people, both as Jacob the few, 

. and the mean; and as Iſrael the grown and potent: The Church is 
| called ae], becauſe of the Favour it hath with God, and in that re- 
ſpect, Saints are the greateſt people in all the World, if not for num- 
ber, yet for favour : Hence David ſaid, what one Nation in the Earth xs 
like unto this people, even. Iſrael, whom God went to redeem for a people to 
limſelf, and to make him a Name, and to do for them great things, and 
terrible, for thy Land, before thy people, which thou haſt redeem'd to thee 
from Egypt, and from the Nations, and from their Gods ; tho Jacob was 
I} firſt a ſmall people, yer by Gods Favour, he aroſe up to be Iſrael, a 
| mighty people, like the Stone cut out of the Mountain withourHands, 
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| which appears little at firſt, bur ſhall grow ro an exceeding great 
[| Mountain at laſt, to fill the Earth ! 
1 | We may from hence remark, that the chief ordering of all Times and 
| Providences, for the ſake of Jacob and Iſrael; tis for the ſake of Facob 
| s {his few poor people) and for the ſake of Irael (his. people more in- 
88 | larg d) that 1 are order d by God; it is for the Elects ſake : 
„ Matt. 24. Hence we read, that for their ſake, the times of Calamity ſhould be ſhor- 
ö 1 ten d; if twas not for the ſake of the Elect, the Evil days ſhould be 
1 lengthen d out; but for the Elects ſake, God will contract them, and 
when his Elect ſhall be gather'd in, then the time of the End of all 
_— ſhall come; all the Diſpenſations of God in the World, are for 
-the 
ſhows the mighty Care that Cod hath for his people for Jacob, and for 
Acts 17. 30. Iſrael; the reſt of the World he would overlook, he would neglect, 
Ewragid av. and ſcorn, he would not ſo much as caft an Eye at them, but for his 
Elects ſake; all Things, Times, and Providences, are for their ſakes; 
all are order d for the good of Faceb and Iſrael, tho the Works of God 
bring tome profit to che World, yet are they chiefly for his 3 
© fake 


ake of the EleQ ; all Gods Providences are for their ſakes: This 


( 35 > dj | ; 0a 
fake, on their account; and with reſpect to theſe we may allude to 2Kings2, 14. 
what Eliſha ſaid. God would nor look favourably on the reſt of the | 
World, were it not that he regarded the preſence of Jacob and 1/5 ac!, W 
his Elect therein. They are the Holy Seed, the Subſtance of all the N 
World, for whoſe ſake are all things ! e 

III. We ſee in the Text a Hort, what hath God wrought ? A great 
Work God wrought for his People, which Balaam could not bur fee, 
and take ſpecial notice of, according to this time (faith he) ir ſhall be 
ſaid of Jacob and of Iſ7ael, what hath God wrought! If Balaam 
could ſee this, ſurely much more ſhould every Saint ſee the Hand of 
God in all his Works for his people; a true Saint ſees the Hand of - 
God in all, in all his Merezes,. in all his ViRories. over all his Enemies 3 
the Hand of God indeed. is too little notic d by the beſt of us 4 bu: 
if Balaam, a wicked Man, could ſee the Hand of God in his Diſap- 

ointment, ſurely Gods people ſhould ſee his Hand in their Mercies: 

he Nation (as to this Day of Thankſgiving) what the Prophet 
askr, hath in a mea{ure ſeen ; Oh that thou would ſt rent the Heavens, Iſa. 64. 1, 
and come down, that the Mountains might flow down at thy preſence, as 
when the melting Fire burneth, and the Fire cauſeth the Waters to boyl; - 
This Word is ſuitable to the occaſion of our Solemn Meeting toge- 
ther, to praiſs the Lord (among other Mercies) for breaking and 
burning the Ships of Tarſhiſþ (che Ships that went thither to fetch 
Gold,) How did Gods melting Fire burn them, and cauſe the very 
Waters to boil > Come then and ſee the Wonders that the Lord hath 
wrought, the Deſolations that he bath made, the Lord hath done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad; and. of which, the very, Heathen - 
cannot but take notice, then ſaid they among the Heathen, the Lord © 
hath done great ebings for hu People, whereof they are glad; If Heathens 
can ſay this, ſhould not Chriftians ſee the Hand of God in al ? 'Tis 
God that hath wrought all our works for us, all our works in- us, and 
all our works againſt our Enemies: For the Oppreſſion of the Poor, for Pla X 
the Sighing of the Needy ; now will I ariſe, ſaith the Lord, and ſet him Fal. 12. 3. 
in Sar om him that puffeth at him: Here we ſee the word of God | 
fallfil'd in his great Work of Deſtruction upon his. Enemies, and in 
his great Work of Salvation to his people; how have Balaam the Di- 
viner [the Pope ] and Balak the Moabite [French King] been baffled 
and defeated of late to our Comfort. And now behold the Lord cometh ia F 
out of hu place, to puniſh the Inhabitants of the Earth for their Iniqui- . 26.27; 
ty, the Earth alſo ſhall diſcloſe her Blood, and ſhall no more cover her 
Slain ; God will in proceſs of time diſcover more of his great Work, 
in deſtroying his Enemies, which muſt. be wrought, in order to the 
Temporal Preſervation, and Eterggy Salvation of all his people. | 

Iv. We ſee a Speech made . this great Work, according to this 
time it ſhall be ſaid, What . hath God wroughs 2 I would note a few 
things from hence, 

(te) "Tis not enough that we ſee and notice Gods Works, but we muſt alſo 


ſpear; . 


„ 


pfal. 71. 15. 


v. 16. 
Pal. 1 19. 


171, 172. 


Exod, 1 5. 


Judges 3. 


(36) 


Seal of rhem, we muſt utter them : "Tis a great unhappineſs that there 


is no more ſpeaking of the Works of God ; of the Work of Converſion 
in bringing us ro Jeſus Chrift ; of his Works of Protection and Provi- 
dence in defending and maintaining us; theſe Works declare theG! 
of God, and we ſhould ſpeak of them: Come all ye that fear God (fait 
David) and Twill tell you what he hath done for my Soul: Tis not enough 
that we conceive in the Heart, but we muſt expreſs the Works of 
God with the Mauth: The Pſalmiſt ſaith over and over again, that 
he would ſpeak of the Goodneſs of the Lord; My Mouth ſhall ſhow 
forth thy Righteouſneſs, and thy Salvation, all the day, for I know not the 
Numbers thereof, I will utter it with my Mouth; Tie make mention of 
thy Righteouſneſs, even of thine only ; Ile not only conceive of it in my 
Heart, bur I will ſpeak of it with my Lips; for my Lips ſhall greatly 
rejoice when I ſing unto thee ; my Tongue likewiſe ſhall talk of thy Righ- 
teouſneſs all the day long: There ought to be a ſpeaking of rhe wonder- 
ful Works of God one to another; ſo ſaid David, My Lips ſhall utter 
Praiſe, when thou haſt taught me thy Statutes, My Tongue ſhall ſpeak of 
thy Word, for all thy Commands are Righteouſneſs. We ſhould utter with 
rhe Lip the Praiſes of God, and ſpeak with our Mouth, of Gods Sal- 
vation and Mercy to us: We ſhould call ro one another, come and ſee 
the Works of God! | 

(2.) That Work of God that we ſhould Eminent ly ſpeak of, is his pro- 
tecting his people from the Rage and Subtil Malice of by Enemies: This 
is the work of God, that we ſhould be principally ingag'd in ralkin 
of; this was the chief Subject of that bleſſed Song, which Moſes, — 
the Children of 1/rael, ſang unto the Lord, when he triumphed glo- 
riouſly, and threw the Horſe and his Rider inro the Sea! We ſhould 
with Delight, utter the Works of God that reſpect the Salvation of 
his people from their Enemies, as godly Deborah did in her Heroick 
Song: We ſhould call to each other ro come and behold theſe Works 
of God, in which Deſolations are bro*t by him upon the Earth; Men 
God hath cauſed the Enemy to fail in his miſchievous Defigns, when 
he hath bafM'd and blaſted our Foes ; then we ſhould talk to his Praiſe ! 

(3.) We ſhould ſpeak of the works of God as ſoon «s they are done; ac- 
cording to this time it ſhall be ſaid, what hath God wroughr ? Tis 
good to take notice of the works of God as ſoon as they are done; I 
take it to be a good thing that the Queen ſhonld rake ſuch ſpeedy notice 
of Gods ſhowing himſelf on the behalf of this Nation; there hath been 
heretefore roo much Backwardneſs herein; it argues a good Spirit to 
be thus ſpeedy in the Obſervation of Gods Mercies ; a true Chriſ- 
tian will not delay his Thanks to the Lord, but will be early in his 
Acknowledgments, like as Moſes and the Children of Iſrae/, who as 
ſoon as Pharoah was drown'd, then ſang their Song of Praiſe ; as ſoon 
as they ſaw their Enemies Deſtruction, and their own Salvation, then 
they praiſed : Tis a great Sin to defer our praifing the Lord for his 
Mercy; we ſee the Speedineſs of Believers, to own and ſpeak of the 
| Mercy- 


(37) . 
Mercyful Works of the Lord to them: In that Day ſhalt thi Song be If. 26. ff 
ſung in the Land of Judah, we've a ſtrong City, Salvation will God ap- 
point for Walls and Bullwarks : So ſoon as we ſee them (without delay) 
ler us ſpeak of rhe works of God! Many people are for delaying the 
Work of Thankſgiving, becauſe the Mercy is not compleated, bur e- 
ven before a Mercy is compleated, we ought to thank God for what 
he hath done; if we are dun tho we've not all Supplies, yet let us 

raiſe the Lord for thoſe Supplies we have; if we want Deliverance, 
et us praiſe the Lord for what Deliverance the Nation hath; tho it 
is not totally deliver d, tho God hath not totally deſtroy d the Enemies 
Power, yer ought we to praiſe the Lord for this beginning of Reven- 
es üpon the Enemy, in breaking their Force, in burning their Ships; 

et's ptaiſe the Lord for a little, and that's the way to obtain more 
Mercy. Thus good Exra took notice of the Lords Hand, in giving Ezr 9.8. 
them a little reviving in the Houſe of their Bondage, tho they were 
not fully deliver d; a lieele Mercy, à little ſparing Grace, calls for 
Praiſe ; chat it is not ſo bad with us as it hath been, or as it migbe be 
for this let us praiſe the Lord; Let us give Thanks for his Mercies as 
we receive them; for we've more than we deſerve, tho we've never 

ſo little. 

(4.) 4s we ſhould ſpeak of Gods Works when he hath done them. ſo we ſhould 
according to Gods preſent Works expect future Works from him: We (ſhould 
have Faith that God will appear for us in time to come as he hach 
done now; we ſhould make 80 Mercies a Precedent for expecting 
like future Mercies ; of the Succeſs that God hath given we ſhould 
lay, according to ths Time what hath God wrought 2 and ſo make 
this a ground of humble expectation of receiving more of the Rind! 
God harh vouchſaft ſpecial Mercies to us according to thre Tine, we 
ſee the beginning of Revenges upon the Enemy, this ſhould make us 

ray and hope that God will go on with his Work, till all his wicked 
2 ſhall periſh : If we've receiv'd ſtrengthening Grace and com- 
munication of Mercy from God, according to i, Time, we ſhould 
hope that God will do more of this -kind for us; ſomerhing God 
hath done, and he will yer go on to do more for us : Ir is condemn'd 
as a Fault, that None ſaith, Mere 35 God my Maker, that piveth me Job. 35: 19g 
Songs in the Night ? that teacheth us more than the Beaſts of the Earth,” © 
— maketh us wiſer than the Fowls of Heaven: The Beaſts and the Fowls 
anderſtand no more than for the Time preſent, but a Believer ſhould 
know what tis to hope for the Time to come, and to gather expectati- 
ons of future according to communication of preſent Grace; to make 
preſent Mercy a Forerunner and a Precedent ro encourage Faith that 
God will ſhow greater Mercies according to what he now vonchſafes ; 
Hath God ſhown us Mercy then, according to this Time let us hope he 
will go on with it? God hath now ſhown us new Things, new Mercies, 
ſuch as we've nor ſeen for a great while, and ſhall we nor now expect 
more of rhe kind from him * to his Workings at thx 1 
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Shall we nor from ths Time call God our Father, and the Guide of our 
Youth who hath done ſuch great Things for us, and hath ſhown ſuch 

eat Favour to us: Tis a very bad Spirit that rakes no notice of the 
preſent Favour of God fo as to encourage expectations of more. Flee 
out of the midſt of Babylon (ſaith the Prophet Feremiah) and deliver 
every Man his Soul ; Le not cut off in her Iniquity; for this is the time 
of the Lord's Vengeance, and he will render unto her a Recompence. Since 
God hath pur it into the Hearts of the Nations to carry the Seat of 
the War, into the Seat of the Beaſt, ſurely we may look on it as a 
Forerunner of Antichriſt's Deſtruction, I ſer no time (as ſome Diviners 
have done, whoſe Tokens God hath fruſtrared and made them mad ) 


bur ſurely the time cannot be far off when the fifth Vial ſhall be pour- 


ed out upon the Seat of the Beaſt, and the tenth part of the City will fall: 
The Armies the Lord harh led into thoſe parts give fome hopes of this: 
This humbling Stroak God hath given the French Tyrant is ſome To- 
ken that his Deſtruction haſtens ; therefore let us make uſe of theſe 
preſent appearances of God on our behalf ro encourage our Faith and 
Prayer thar according unto his work for us at this time, the Lord will 
yer do more! When Paul had receiv'd Mercy from God ir encourag'd 


him to expect more; God hath delivered us (ſaith he) from ſo great. 4 


Death, and doth deliver, in whom we truſt that he will yet deliver us; If 


he hath ſhown Mercy, if the Lord hath been pleaſed to ſpare us, if we 


have Faith, he will yet do more for us; Thus every particular Perſon 


Chron. 12. 


22. 


ſer, 8. 7. 


ſhould make this Concluſion for himſelf, and ſhould have the ſame good 
hope for the public that according to God's appearing at hit Time, he 
may yet further appear in the Salvation of his People, by the defeatin 
of their Enemies. Thus much ſhall ſerve for the Explicat ion of theſe 
Words, I come now | 
Thirdly, To the Application, . 

This I ſhall rake up only in four Heads, ſuitable to the four Parts of 
the Text. 

Firſt Uſe. Conſider we the Time we live in; few People know the 
Times, and therefore they know not what they ought to do, twas the 
Commendation of the Men of Tſachar that they had underſtanding of 
the Times to know what Iſrael ought to do: Where there is a knowing 
of the Times there will be a knowing of our Duty, therefore ler us en- 
quire of our Watchmen What of the Night, M”atchman what of the 
Night ? We ought to get fo much knowledg ot the Seaſons we live in 
as that we may from thence be inſtructed in our preſent Dury : The 
Lord complains of the want of this Knowledg, The Stork in the Heavens 
knoweth her appointed rimes, and the Turtle, and the Crane, and the Swal- 
low obſerve the time of their coming, but my People know not the Judgment 
of the Lord. We ſhould ſearch into the Scriptures and ſee what Signs 
of the Times are upon us, the Scriprure hath made ir our Duty ro be 
Skilful therein, otherwiſe we ſhall be more ftupid than the Fowls of the 
Heavens, they know their Times, and we might eaſily _ 

| 1mES 
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Times we are in if we conſider d what the Apoſtles have plainly told 
us, theſe are the /aſ# Times (ſay they); ſome have tho'r the Apoſtles 
too forward in ſaying the laſt Times were ſo long ago, but their plain 
meaning is that we are under the laſ# Monarchy ; God ſer up four Mo- 
narchies in the World, the A Hrian, the Perſian, and the Grecian, theſe 
were all extinct in the Apoſtles Times, the Renan, or the laſt Humane 
Monarchy was then on Foot; therefore (ſay the Apoſtles) we now 
live in the laſt Time, under the laſt oppreſſinz Monarchy that ever ſhall 
be : This Monarchy hath been exrended our to a vaſt length (this was 
{er out by the Legs, Feer, and Toes of the Image) in theſe laſt Times 
then, we Live, and troubleſome Times they are, yet this ſhould com- 
fort us, that even in theſe /aſt Times the Kingdom of Chriſt ſhall be 
ſer up, not by Might, nor Power of Man, bur by the Spirit of God 
His eons ſhall be eſtabliſſ d in the Days of the Kings of this Mo- 
narchy, as a Stone cut out of the Mountains without Humane Hands, 
that ſhall ſo ſtrike rhe Image on the Feet and break it to pieces: That 
2s Dr. Owen ſays) © The Earth ſhall diſcloſe her Slain, and not the ſim- 
* pleſt Heretic, as they were counted, ſhall have his Blood unrevenged 8 
** Nither ſhall any Atonement be made for their Blood, or Expiation be 
allow d, whilſt a Toe of the Image, or a Bone of the Beaſt is left un- 
broken Then ſhall the Kingdom be given ro the Saints of the 
moſt High God, and they ſhall poſſeſs it for ever and ever. Some Pecos 
ple will not underſtand it, tho tis a ſtable Scripture Truth (however 
abus'd by ſome) that Chriſt will have a glorious Kingdom upon Earth, 
and the Time for his ſetting ir up is M. : Chrift hath ſaid, Be- 
bold, I come quickly, Let us then have ſome Conſideration about the 
Times we Live in, and tho they be bad yer we may lift up our Heads 
our Redemption draweth nigh, the worſe the Times are the nearer they 
are to an end, and end they will, in Deſolation to the Enemies, and Sal- 
vation to the People of God! 


Second Uſe. Let us ſee to it, that we be of Jacob and of Iſrael, that Micak: 5, 


x, of thoſe that fhall prevail with the Lord, tho they be never ſo few 
and mean, they yer ſpall encreaſe as a Flock, and be in the midſt of ma- 
ny People, as a Dew from the Lord, as Showers upon the Graſs, that wait- 
erh not for Man, nor tarrieth for the Sons of Man. Let us look to it, 
that we be of this Jacob and Iſrael? You've heard of the godly Poli- 
cy of Rahab ; how when ſhe knew what God had done for his people, 
the could nor be ar quier, 'rill ſhe had made the Spies ſwear to fave 
her, and that ſhe could be taken in for one of their Number; you've 
likewiſe heard of the Policy of the Gibeonites, when they were told 
what great things the Lord had done for Jacob and 1/rael, what pains 
did they take to be receiv d into Favour with the People of God? And 
very ſtrange it is to read, what influence the Fews had upon the people 
of the Land in Eſthers time; the Fews had joy and Gladneſs, a Feaſt and 


a good Day, and many of the people of the Land became Jews, for the Eſt, 8. 7. 


ay they, theſe people will prevail over 


fear of the Jews fell upon them , 
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all, and therefore we had beſt be of them in time, otherwiſe we 
mall be deftroy'd by them! Agrippa having notice that Tiberius was 
like ro die, expreſſes his Joy for Cajus his Succeſſor, which Tiberius 
(reviving and) hearing of, Aprippa was clapt into Priſon, and loaded 
with heavy Irons; but in a few days, Tiberius dying, and Cajus ſuc- 
ceeding him, he order'd Agrippa Chains of Gold, as keavy as his Chains 


of Iren, in requiral of his forward Zeal for him: Now ſhould we not 


much more labour to be of Jacob and of Ifras/, conſidering what great 
things God will do for them ſhortly ? If you are of Chriſts little 
Flock now, your Chains of Glory in his Kingdom, ſhall outweigh your 
preſent Chains of Reproach and Sufferings for his Name; Verily 
there is a Reward for the Righteous : Therefore now take hold of the 
Skirrs of him that is a Few, and ſay, we will go with you, for we've heard 
that God ij with you : Now by ſubſcribing with your Hand to the Co- 
venant of God in his Church, call your ſelf by the Name of Jacob, 
and Sirname your ſelf by the Name of ae: Gods people are now 
low and mean, ſlighted by moſt ; but ehe time will come when they 
ſball be highly exalred, and they that will nor ſhare with them now in 
their Adverſity, ſhall have no ſhare in their future Glory; we read the 
Lord added to hu Church daily fuch as ſhould be ſav'd ; if you are of the 
number of them that ſhall be ſavd, you will be added to his Church ; 
Bleſſed are they that do his Commands they ſhall have a Right to enter into 
the Paradiſe of God; a Right of Merit in Chriſt, and a Right of Meer- 


neſs in themſelves ; when the Lord ſhall bring back the Captivity of | 
Jacob and Iſrael ; bleſſed are all they that fhall have part with them! 


Third Uſe. Conſider we the Works of God, his Works of Mercy to his 

ople, and his works of Math againſt his Enemies: "Tis a great 
bin not to take notice of the Works of God, they ought to be ſought 
out by Jacob and by Iſrael ; the Works of God oughr to be conſider d 
by us much more than they are: O God (ſaith the Pſalmiſt) we ve 
heard with our Ears, and our Fathers have told us what Work thou didſt do 
in their Days, in the times of Old. We ſhould conſider the Works of 
God in days paſt ro encourage our Faith in time to come; the works of 
God are great, and they will be ſought our by all them that have 
Pleaſure in them: Yer the bruitiſh Man knows not, nor doth the Foot 
conſider them, but whoſo is wiſe, he will obſerve theſe things, and he 
ſhall underſtand the Loving Kindneſs of the Lord; if we more conſi- 
der'd the Works of God, we ſhould find more Peace and Comfort in 
our Souls: Therefore, ſay with the Fſalmiſt, the Works of the Lord are 


great, his Work is Honourable and Glorious, and his Righteouſneſs 


endureth for ever: He hath made his wonderful Works to be remem- 
bred : They that have pleaſure in God will thus ſeek out his Works; 
they will praiſe him, they will magnify him, they will ſpeak well of 
his Name. What theſe Works are he ſhews. He hath given Meat unto 
them that fear him, he will be ever mindful of his Covenant he hath ſhewed 
his people the Power of bis Works, that he may give them the Heritage of 

the 
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the Heat hen; the Works of his hands are Verity and Judgment ; Ali Con 
mandments are ſure, they ſtand faſt for ever and ever, they are done is Truth 

and Uprightneſs ; be ſent Redemption unto hy People; he hath commanded 

bi Covenant for ever, holy and reverend is bs Name. What an Enumeration 

doth this Bleſſed Man make ef the works of God? and how much do 

we flight them? A due conſideration of the works of Gods Grace and 

Mercy to his people, and Wrath and Indignation againſt his Enemies, 0 
— tend wonderfully to the ſupport of our Souls! 

Fourth Uſe. Let ms ſpeak of the works that God hath wrought for Jacob 
and for Iſrael, it we have them on our Hearts, ſpeak we of them with our 
Tongues. Two things only ſhall I explain here, 

(1.) What Yorks of God we ſhould ſpeak of? 
(2.) In what manner we mult ſpeak of them? 
(1.) What are the Works of God that we muſt ſpeak of? I anſwer, 
1. Gods Works for the Nation in general. 
2. Gods works for us in particular. | 
1. The Works of God relating to the Nation we cught to take notice : 


God has nor in our Age appear'd for any Nation more than for this ; it 


ſeems to be his Favourite, his darling Nation; how hath he fav'd it from 
abundance of Judgments, and ſore Deſtructions? God hath carried the 
War out of the Nation, we ſee tt not, we only hear the ſound thereof. 
More diftinly ot Gods Works of Mercy to this Nation I will ſpeak in 
four Particulars. | 
I. Is it not a Mercy that a Native of England firs on the Engliſh Throne? 
Such a Mercy this 3 hath not enjoy'd /o fully of ſome time! The 
preſent QUEEN is an Evxgliſþ Woman, and (as She well ſaid) hath an 
Engliſh Heart. God commands his people to have Rulers of their own Na- 
tion; Thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſet him King over thee, whom the Lord thy God Deut. 17.15. 
ſhall chooſe : (and who is that ?) one from among thy Brethren ſhalt thou ſet 
King over thee; thou mayeſt not ſet aStranger over thee which # not thyBrother. 
This is Gods Law to have a Ruler, Fleſh of our Fleſh, and Bone of our 
Bone, one of our own Country: They that are of another Nation have 2 Sam. 19.12 
often more Affection to their own People than to thoſe they govern : | 
but a Ruler of the Engliſh Nation by Birth, by Inclination, by — 
and Diſpoſition altogether Exgliſa, is a Mercy to this Land. Let me 
read you a Scripture or two that have been ſadly verify d of this Nation, 
Ephraim hath mix d himſelf among the People, Strangers have devour d hu Hoi. 7.8. 
ſtrength, and he knoweth it not; yea gray Hairs are here and there upon him, 
yet he knoweth it not: In truth, the Devil and Strangers have bro't ſuch a 
covering into this Nation, that People (in a Literal Sence) have gray 
Hairs upon them, and know it not: Satan (I ſay) by Strangers bro't this 
Evil upon us, and very much of the Evil of Taxings too, as Daniel faith, 
and ſome have ſeen, Then ſhall ſtand up in his Eſt ate a Raiſer of Taxes in Dan. 11. 20. 
the Glory of the Kingdom ; but within few days he ſhall be deſtroy d, neither 


in Anger, nor in Battle 


II. It's matter of Thankfulneſs that the QUEEN and P ARLTAMENT 
are zealous for their Religion : This Mercy the Nation hath nor al w_ 
enjoy d. 


| ( 42) 
Enjoy'd. Indeed the Late K.Fames was ſo zealots that he loft all for his 
Religion, and at laſt he died an Exile: This is ſuch an extraordinary In- 
{tance of Zeal as few Monarchs give, yea few, very few Profeſſors and 
Preachers dare diſcover any thing like it ; the ſhameful remporizing and 
complyance among them, to ſave their little Eſtates, or get low groveling 
Honour, is no ways anſwerable to this Example: Such Zeal for a falſe 
way ſhould prompt us to do, ſuffer, and looſe any thing for the Truth, 
It's a National Mercy that the Queen plainly profeſſes her Religion: This 
diſcovers abundance more of Sincerity, than the concealing, quibbling, 


and doubling ſo much of late us d can pretend to. The Parliament hath | 


appear'd zealous in making a righteous Vote againſt Occaſional Conformity, 
or, that tricking Practice ſo prevailing in Profeſſors of going ro Worſhip 
fomerimes in one way, and ſometimes in another: 'Tis Gods Mercy to a 
People ro have Rulers, who (giving us a conſcientious Liberry) would 
have us to be of ſome one Religion, and not to trick it with God, as 
thoſe do, who dare take the Sacrament in the National Church to qualify 
them for an Office, when yet they ſhun it there at other Seaſons ; But 
ſays the Diſſenter, The Church is to blame for impoſing the Sacrament ! Then 
let them bear their Blame, but Friend, that will not excuſe thy Sin in 
raking it; thou ought'ſt not to do Evil that Good may come of it; if 
impoſing the Sacrament be a Sin, taking it in ſuch caſes muſt needs be an 
Abominarion : We muſt rather ſuffer any Evil than Sin. Now thanks be 
unto God we ſee the Day when ſuch Evils are taken notice of; God 
rakes ir better ro be hot for a bad Religion, than ro be lukewarm in all 
Religion as moſt are: Some indeed fear that Perſecution will come upon 
them; there are two things make many afraid of Perſecution. 

1ſt, A bad Conſcience ; their Conſcience tells them they deſerve it, for 
they would bring it upon others if rhey were in Power ; this I know, 
there is not a more pèrſecuting vile Race of Men, than the Body of car- 
nal Profeſſors : I ſpeak not of the few godly and ſincere, whom I love 
and honour from my Heart, but that malignant Spirit rhe generality of 
them diſcover by lying, ſlandering, blaſting the Reputation, and ſeeking 
the Ruin of ſuch as unmask them, or lay open their Wickedneſs, the 
Virulency with which they perſecute ſuch to their Power, aſſures us 
what they would do, if (as one of them ſaid) they had but a little more 
of the Power of the Magiſtrate in their Hand; then we might expect 


Dat Deus im- the Sticks and Stones ſome of em have long threaten d us with; bur Curſt 
"mrs cormud Cows have ſhort Horns ! | 


curta bovi. 


Acts 20. 


2. Have they not a bad Cauſe that are ſo fearful of a Perſecution 2 If a 
Man hath a good Cauſe, he need fear no Perſecution : When the Apoſtle 
Paul was told that Bonds and Afflictions abode him, ſaith he, none of theſe 
things move me, (I've a good Caule, and therefore) I count not ny Life 
dear, ſo I may finiſh my Courſe for the Truth. Therefore, pray Friends be 
not diſturb d with any Murmurings of this kind; for irs hardly proba- 
ble, that a Goverment which hath ſeen rhe great Miſchief of Perſecu- 
tion in th Nation, in France, Sc. will attempt to perſecute ſuch , as 
meerly for Conſcience ſake, not Intereſt, cannot comply with the r 

orms; 
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Forms; Indeed ſuch as ean ſometimes conform, when Intereſt ſerves, and 
at other times oppoſe the national Way ; theſe may make the higher Pow- 
ers to ſuſpect, that all diſſenting is more from Humour chan Conſcience ; 
and thus theſe tricking Profeſſors, by provoking the National Church to 
Anger, might involve us all in Sufferings : Bur ſurely the Rulers of the 
Nation will not judg of all by ſome, nor by meſt; for there are certainly 
in this Nation, a few conſcieatious People who diſſent from the Nation- 
al Worſhip ſolely for Conſcience ſake, and who therefore never dare touch, 
taſte, handle, or come near ir, for no Motive or Conſiderations whatſo- 
ever; to ſuch we hope, the Queen and Parliament will be favourable, 
fince they are acted intirely by Conſcience, not Intereſt, and are faithful 
to their Principles; for halting between two is a moſt hateful thing ro 
God Almighty. Two Texts only will I name, to ſhow this; one out of 
the O Teſtament, and the other from the New. | 
The fr/? is, what Elijah ſaid to Iſrael; How long will you halt between 1 K. 18. 21. 
two Opinions (ſaith he) be either e Idolaters, or expreſs Iſraelites, 
either be of an Opinion for God, or for Baal ; If the Lord be God, follow 
him, if Baal be God, follow him ; don't be of two Opinions, bur cleave ci- 
ther to one or the other; they can't be both rfghr ; if you be the Servants 
of Cod, don't be the Servants of Baal; if you will be Baal's Worſhip- 
ers, pretend nor to be the Servants of God, be of one fide or other; ob 
erve, he doth nor ſay, how long halt ye between two Religions, bur 
between two Opinions; ſome ſay they can hold with the Prelacy and 
3 Diſſenting too; its all but one Religion, they have all but one God; Ay, 
but they have two Opinions in worſhipping of God, and we are no 
more allow'd two oppoſite Opinions, than two Religions, if this Text be 
true! If Di ſſent ing be the way of Truth, what have you to do with the 
Prelacy? If Prelacy be the way of God, why do you diſſent from it? 
Many pitiful Cob-web Shams are trumpt up by Daubers, to juſtify 
Occaſional Conformity, but they all ſignify nothing, the Beſom of Scripture 
and ſound Senſe ſweeps them all away; What's good at one time, can 
never be bad, and what's bad at one time, can never be good]; if it be a 
good thing to go to the National Church, pray do ſo, but then never go 
from it; ſay not, you can hear better Men in another place: It is not 
the Miniſter only, but the Church, you are to joyn to: If the Church be 
good, you ought not to go from it, if bad, you oughr never to po coir 
And in truth, there is as great Defection in Diſcipline and Doctrine in 
many ſeparate Congregations, as can be objected to the National Church! 
Now here one would wonder at many who are only for Fundamentals 
(as they call them) in Religion, that will boldly own the National 
Church, ſound in Fundamentals, and yer ſeperate from it, joyning only 
with it, when Intereſt leads them to it; an odd thing tis to fee, how 
ſome Diſſenters catch themſelves in a Snare, when they are ask t, why 
don't you go to Church ? Alas! ſay they, there are few or no good Mini- 1 
ſters there, tis a bad place; well, ask them another time, why went 
you to Church (as they will do ſometimes for lucre, or to be qualif d 


tor a place) Oh, ſay they, there are ſome good Men there, God _— 
: elſe:: 


E 
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elſe: Well then, why don't you keep there, fince you've foùnd ſome 
good Miniſters tbere? No they'll come no more there till next need; 
Oh amazing Wickedneſs! For ſhame ler chis halting between two Opi- 
ions be abandon'd ; learn to be zealous for your Religion of the Queen, 
ſhe comes this day ro Pauls; ſhe is zealous for her own way, and for 
ene way only; and zealous for one way only, ought all Chriſtians to be; 
I will give them (ſaith God) one Heart, and: one way; there can be bur 
one way we can ſerve God acceptably in, and for chat we ſhould be 


zcalous. 


Jer. 3: 39. 


Farther ſee we what God faith about this in the New Teſtament ; 1 | 


Rev. 3.15,16 /w thy Works (faith Chriſt ro the Church of Laodica) thou art neither 
cold nor hot; ſo then, becauſe thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, 
I will ſpue thee out of my Mouth: Chriſt counts a lukewarm Profeſſor more 
odious than one thar's ſtark-cold : If we would rake God Almighty's 
Judgment, this is it; a moderate Man, or a Trimmer in Religion, is 
more hatetul ro him, than one Profane or High-flown ; Indeed a Tempo- 
So fatd a Fea- rizer, © a Trimmer, one Lukewarm, a Neuter, ij hated of all ſides, God 
tous Old Preſ-* hates them becauſe they halt, and are not fully for him ; the Devil hates 
byterians * them becauſe they are not fully for him; good Men hate them becauſe of 
their Badneſs, and evil Men hate them becauſe they pretend to Goodneſs ; 
* thus are they juſtly hated of all ſides, who are truly of no fide. Nothing 
is more nauſeous, loathſome, odious, and abominable ra God, and Man 
too, than a Luke-warm Profeſſor ; better is it to pretend to no Religion, 
than to be trimming in ay Religion; Oh faith the moderate Church-man, 
T like not this heat for Ceremonies; Why prithee Friend, if Ceremo- 
nies are f God, why are you nor zealous for them? If they are not of 
Ged, why have you any thing to do with them ? Oh faith a Trimming 
Diſſenter, I love not this heat for our fide neither; but Man, if thy 
Diſſenting be of God, thou canſt not be too hor for it; if it be of the 
Devil, thou canſt not forſake it too ſoon, and one or the other it muſt be, 
for there's no more a common of two in Religion here, than a Purgato- 
ry hereafter. "Tis a Mercy therefore that the Parliament hath thor of 
Remedying this Evil ot Occaſional Communion ; for which, how far ſo- 
ever its Advocates ſpeak, believe them not, for ſeven deadly Sing are 
lodg'd therein; you'll find Hypocriſy, Perjury, Schiſm, Atheiſm, Contex- 
tion, Confuſion, and Profaneneſs ; all theſe Abominations are hid within 
the Bowels of this Trojan Horſe, call'd Occaſional Communion ; the deſpe- 
rate Evil of which, I could by ſundry Arguments demonſtrate, bur time 
forbids my inlarging : Let the Iſſue of the Parliaments Vote, be what it 
will, tis a Mercy ſuch a Spirit is ſtirring in them, as to effort the Ru- 
in of Occaſional Conformity 
III. Let us be thankful for the Succeſ the Nation hath had by Land 
and Sca, under ths Government; Indeed God hath given us greater Suc- 
ceſs of late, than we could have hop'd for; we've ſeen the good of im- 
MARLBO- ploying our own Country-men; What Succeſs bath the Anny had in 
ROUGH, Flanders, and the Fleet at Vigo? We've ſeen a great part of the Strength 
ORMOND, of Haughty France trod down, and a Nail drove in his Temples by an 
Se. | _ Engliſh 


vhat it 
e Ru- 


Land 
er Suc- 
of im- 
had in 
rength 
4 
Impliſh 


(45) 
Engliſh Jcel: And now in ha Reign, the Eng/iſh may be even in 
Reprizals with the French, for the vaſt Loſſes ſuſtain d by them in the 
laft Reign 3 Whar Matter of Thankfulneſs is this > What tho we are not 

uite ſaved, bleſſed be God for the Salvation we have: Let us rejoice 
in God for his Mercy to this Nation, that we've ſeen ſo much of the 
ancient Engliſh Glory (ſo lately eclips d by Forreigners) now retriev'd,and 
ſhining orb again under the Conduct of an Engliſh Roman; and truly 
this is the more conſiderable, for that all has was limited by many 
to 4 Man, whole _ laid in the Duſt, has been fo far from hindering 
our Proſperity, that ir hath much more flouriſh'd ſince, than before: Let 
this reach us to truſt in the Lord alone, and nor to put our Confidence Pal. 146. 3. 
in Man, nor in the Son of Man, whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils, for Ifa. 2. u!t. 
wherein is he to be accounted of ? 

IV. Another thing we oughr to be thankful for, is the keeping of this 
Day; it's a Mercy, that &. ſoon as God ſent theſe great Victories, a Day of 
Thankſgiving is proclaim'd by publick Authority; and blefſed be God 
for the Cal and the Liberty we have to keep rhis Day, we ought to thank 
God for it, as good Exra did on alike occaſion 3 Bleſſed be the Lord God Ex, 7. 27. 
of our Fathers, who hath pus ſuch a thing as thy into the Queens Heart; nor 
ſhould the Gratitude of the Government, to ſuch as have done publick 
Service, be bury'd in filence : We have ſeen the time, when ſo ſmall 
Acknowledgments have been made to worthy Inſtruments, that they have al- 
moſt — Crumbs from the Tables of others, prefer'd for who knows 
what? In truth, Virgil's Sic vos non vobis might lately have been paſted 
on the Doors of many who brought on a Harveſt, others (not them- 
ſelves) reap'd. Thanks be to God, we ſee it in any meaſure otherwiſe, — 
Thus have I ſpoken (within compals) of thoſe things we ought to praiſe 
God for, with reſpect to the Publick; for which I would have you all 
thankful, ſpecially you that are under my Charge; I do exhort to do all 
things without murmuring, render to Cæſar the things that are Cæſars, 
ſpeak not Evil of Digniries, but ſtudy to be quiet, mind your own Bu- 
ineſs, keep your own Vineyards, exerciſe not your ſelves in things too 
high for you, learn to know your Duty, and to be faithful and peace- 
able in Iſrael ! 

2. As to our ſelves particularly, we've reaſon to thank God for his 
Mercies to us both jointly as a Body, and ſingly each one of us. | 
Let us bleſs God juintly xs a Boch, for that he hath carried this 
Church thro' ſuch a Number of Difficulties ; tho Diviners have prophe- 
cied againſt us, tho Renegado Apoſtates have rag d againſt us, crying 
againſt Jacob (as profane Eſau of old) raſe him, raſe him to the 
Ground, tho-they've carried Tales ro ſhed our very Blood, and our 
Name they would have blorred from under Heaven, yet bleſſed be God, 
we continue 4 People unto this Day, and through his Grace a flouriſhing 
People; God hath not given us over unto the Will of our Enemies, 
therefore ought we to give Thanks unto his Name; What are become 
of the Balaam Divinations, of the Sorcering Prophecies of the Monſters 
of the Age againſt us? (Monſters I * juſtly them, for 9 mon- 

rows 


Paal. 124. 


Pal. 147. 


Mal. 1. 5. 


tions and 
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Frou and unnatural Appearances ;) what is become of the Rage of our 
Apoſt ates, of the Malice of our Enemies, who would have hir'd Balaams 


to deſtroy us? According to this time it ſhall be ſaid of this Facob, and of 


this Iſrae/, what hath God wrought ? I dare boldly lay, for the term of 
years, God hath nor appear'd more for any Body of Men, in the Me. 
mory of Man ; I believe, and therefore have I ſpoken ; Surely if the Lord 
bad not been on our fide ; may this Jacob and this Iſrael now ſay, the Enemy 
bad ſwallowed ut up quick, we bad been deſtrey d by their Force or Fraud; 


we've great reaſon to boaſt of rhe Preſervations rhe Lord hath vouch- | 


ſafed us; our happy Unity, our earneſt Deſires after Purity, dur mutual 
Love, our ſtedfaſt Abode even to this Day, do ſhow that the Lord hath 
done great things for us, he hath not done ſo by every Congregation ; 
he hath ſhown his Word unto Jacob, his Statutes and his Judgments unto 
Iſrael, he hath not dealt ſo by other People; as for hx Fudgments, they ve 
not known them, praile ye the Lord! Brethren, let us praiſe the Lord 
for bis Fudgments againſt Apeſtates ; yea, ler us praiſe him for the Aflic- 

Vifrarions he hath ſent to us, which have had a mercyful Ten- 
dency to bring us nearer to himſelf, I would ſay unto this Chureh (this 
Flock of Slaughter which the Lord harh commanded me to feed) — Eyes 
ſhall ſee, — ye ſhall ſay, the Lord will be magnify d from the Border of 
Iſrael, when the Lord hath pull'd down Edom (Apoſt ates) the Borders of 
Wickedneſs, and ſhown them to be the People againſt whom he hath In- 
—_— for ever, then ſhall rhe Lord be magnified from rhe Border of 
our Iſrael. . 

Many Mercies there are in our more private and perſonal Relations for 
which we ſhould call upon our Soul, and all that is within us to praiſe 
the Lord; we ſhould praiſe him for converting Grace, for covenantin 
Grace, for comforting Grace, and for confirming Grace; cannot thu a 
that poor Man ſay, I cryd unto the Lord, and he heard and deliver d me 
from all my Fears, Theſe things ſhould win our Hearts over to God, and 
cauſe us to ſpeak of his Mercy all the Day long; In hs Temple every one 
ſhould ſpeak of his Glory. There are none of us but have had ſome Evils 
remov'd from us, and ſome Good given to us; ſurely then we ought to 
bleſs the Lord, to ſer up our Ebenezer, and ſay, hitherto the Lord hath 
helped us! Fehovab- j ireh in the Mount of the Lord it hath been ſeen: 
Here the Lord hath given us his Grace and his Salvation. We ſhould 
bleſs God for our Relative Mercies, for our Perſonal Mercies; What tho 
the Lord hath chaſten'd us fore, yet he hath not given us over unto 
Death. Let us bleſs God for his Mercy to our Miniſtry, that it hath not 
been unto us as Waters that fail, that God hath given Succeſs to it, that 
tho many vile Wretches have apeſt atiʒ d and oppos d ir, yet hath it been 
bleſt to the Elect: Tho Ammon and Amaleck, Gebal and Tyre, tho Phi- 
liſtia and M ria have join d together to help the Children of Lot and of 
Edom (unclean and abominable Apoſtates) againſt us; yet the Lord hath 
done wonderfully for us, He hath made known unto us the Glories of 
the Kingdom of his Grace, of the Kingdom of a Church. ſt ate, and of that 
Kingdom of Glory which we now look for; therefore ſhould we talk of 
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the Glory of his Kingdom all the Day long: Whoſo is wiſe he will ob 


ſerve theſe things, prudent and he ſhall underſtand rhe Mercies of the 
Lord to Facob his Choſen, and 1/7ael his Inheritance 

(2dly.) How ſhall we ſpeak of theſe Works of God e I anſwer three ways. 

I, We ſhould ſpeak them our filly and not mince them; God hath gi- 
ven us many Mercies, and we praiſe but for a few of them; God hath 
given us great Mcrcies, and we praiſe bur a little for them; whereas we 
ſhould abundantly utter the Memory of Gods great Goodneſs, we ſhould 
not cur the Mercies of God ſhort, bur ſhould ſtretch them forth to their 
utmoſt; we ſhould ſpeak heartily and — of them, utter them bun- 
dantly before the Lord, and labour to extend our Praiſe to the urmoſt ! 

II. We ſhould ſpeak of Gods works of Mercy thankfully ; tis a taking 


Gods Name in vain, tis a ſign we don't like his Works when we dont 


Pal. 115. L 


iſe him with a thankful Spirit: We ſhould thankfully praiſe the Lord 
or all his Mercies towards us: How thankfully doth the P/al/miſt ſpeak, 
Not unto us O Lord, not unto u, bus unto thy Name, give Glory, for thy Mercy 
and for thy Truths ſake : What a Spirit of Gratitude and Thankfulneſs is 
here diſcovered > Thus the Apoſtle calls on us ro maks our Requeſts 
known unto the Lord with Thankfulneſs as well as Supplication ; the 
Lord loves ſuch as are chearful and thankful : Ler us labour to be thank- 


fully ſpeaking of his Works | 

III. Let us ſpeak of the Mercies of God powerfully ; Let us not only 
talk Gods Praiſes in Words, but let us ſhew them forth in our Lives ; Ba- 
laam ſaid more good Words than moſt Preachers, yet not having the roar 
of the matter in him he did nor ſhow forth Gods praiſe in his Life: Be- 
ware of a murmuring complaining Spirit; Let us be rhankful for the 
Mercies we have, and live quietly and holily in the expectation of more; 


Phil. 4. 6. 


Labour we to ſhow forth Gods praiſe by a Holy Life; Mbeſe offereth pfal. 30. 23 


praiſe glori fiethᷣ Me, ſaith the Lord, and to him that ordereth bis Canwerſa- 
tion aright will I ſhow the Salvation of Gad. Let us order our Converſa- 
tion according to the Mord of God, thats the way to ſhow forth theLords 
praiſe, Thus ſhall we baffle and defeat the Machinations of Diriners g 
according to chis time ler it be faid what hath the Lord -wroughe in 
public, in private? Let us with a thankful Heart ſo remember the for- 
mer Loving Kindneſſes of the Lord, as to expect more, and cry out; 
Awale, awake, O Arm of the Lord, put on thy Strength, as thou didſt in the 
Dazs of old, and revive thy Wark in the midſt of our years. Let us believe 
we may have Mercies in time to come, becauſe God hath ſhown us Mer- 
cy in time paſt : Are we poor and needy, deſolate and afflicted, accord- 
ing unto y time, it may in time to come be ſaid, what hath the Lord 


| wrought ? Let us encourage our ſelves to hope for further, from our for- 


mer Mercies ; the Lord ſends ſome Mercies to ſtrengthen Faith in him for 
more; thou haſt been (ſaich the Fſalmiſt) a ſhelrer and a Refuge to the 
Needy ; David had known this by Experience, therefore he encourag'd 
himſelf in the Lord, and fo ſhould we be enconrag'd to fly to the Lord in 
future, becauſe he has ſav'd ns from former Storms: As it hath been, fo 
it may be with us, therefore let us wait upon the Lord, he is a God of 

G 2 Judgment, 
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Ifa, 41. 14. 


(48) 


Judgment, bleſſed are all they that wait for him; and now (ſaith the 


Paal. 27. 6. Pſalmiſt) ſhall mine Head be lifted up above all my Enemies round about me, 


therefore will I offer in his Tabernacle Sacrifices of Foy, I will Jing, yea, I will 
fing Praiſes unto the Lord; the Lord hath done great things for me, he hath 
given great Salyation ro me, and now I am encourag'd to believe that he 
will go on to help me rill he hath lifred up my Head above af mine Ene- 
mies : For his Mercy to our ſelves, for his Mercy to the Church ſhould we 

raiſe, for great i; the Lord, and greatly to be praiſed, as we have heard, 

0 have we en in the City of the Lord of Hoſts ; God will eſtabliſh it for 
ever, Selah. As the Lord hath begun, he may go on, and perfect that 
which concerns us. The Church of God hath many Enemies ; Lo 


- (faith the Pſalmiſt) thine Enemies make a Tumult, and they that hate thee 


have lift up the Head; they've taken crafty Counſel againſt thy Peeple, and 
confulted againſt thy hidden Ones: (As 'twas then, ſo tis now, ſecretly do 
the Enemies of God conſult againſt his Saints,) Saying, Come and let us 
cut them off from being. a Nation, that the Name of Iſrael may no more be 
in remembrance, they — conſulted together with one Conſent, they are con- 
federate againſt thee, but the Lord will confound them, their Combina- 
tions and Conſultations ſhall come ro nought ; the Lord will do unto them © 
as he did unto the Midianites, & to Siſera, as to Jabin, at the Brook Kiſhon, © 
which periſhe at En- dor, and became Dung for the Earth: According 


unto this time it ſhall be ſaid, what hath God wrought for Jacob and 


Iſrael againſt their Enemies? That Men may know, that He whoſe Name | 
alone M JEHOVAH, #s the moſt high over all the Earth; We ſhould be 
encourag d to make our Prayer to God, who hath done thus formerly b 


'l | | Pſal, 115. 18 his Enemies, and who can do ſo again: Therefore ſay we, Ne will bleſ; | 


the Lord from thx time forth, and for evermore, praiſe the Lord! We've 
a remarkable Word of Encouragemenr from the Lord; with which I © 


would conclude, Fear not thou worm Jacob, and ye few Men of Iſrael (as 


in the Margent) Iwill help thee (ſaith the Lord) thy Redeemer the Holy : 
One of Ifrael. 1 


And now according to this time, let it be ſaid of Jacob and of Ha, 
what hath God wrought ? And ar this time, let us ſtand up, and praiſe © 
the Lord in Singing Pſalm CXXI. , N 


hich I 
el (as 
e Holy 


—_ 


POST SGCMEPFT. 
HIS Sermon having in one Edition, gone through the Or-deal, or 


| few Days) preſent its ſelf in a ſecond Impreſſion, for the further 
Cenſure of the ſame or freſh Cavillers ; venturing only on the 
Protection of God, by whom his Truth hath been, and ever will be main- 
rain'd, maugre all the Aſſaults of Hell; I ſought not ar f-/t, nor do I now 
careſs humane Patronage, yet am I thankful ro the Higher Powers, for 
the Protect ion, which (under God) my Preaching, and Perſon find by them, 
from the violence both would meet with, from trimming Profeſſors, were 
their Horns as much grown for goaring, as their Tonpres are ſer for roar- 
ing; We may gueſs ar a Beaſt by its Paw; and tho the Tongue be a lie- 
tle Member, yet when it walks round the ſmoaky Coffee-houſes, or ſecret 
Chambers belching forth Threats, Curſes, &c. we may ſuſpect (and yet 


lieve, but to ſuffer ; and tho we are not worthy to untie the Shoe-L atchets 
of the holy Prophets, and Apoſiles 3, yer our Enemies (we thank them) 
will needs honour us, with the very ſame Ignominious Titles, the Profeſ- 
ſors of their day beſtow'd ſo liberally on them; Sure I am, if they knew 


fiery Tryal of Tongues ſer on fire of Hell, does now again (in a James 3. K. 


Ex ung ur 
Leonem, 


3 be no Diviners) what the Heart intends, and would accompliſh if it could! 
„ they Never was poor Sermon made to run the Gane/ope more frequently than 
imon. this, wich great Wrath in the Oppoſers, and huge Pleaſure on our part ; 
xrding and how can we bur be pleas'd when the moſt ropping Confutation we 
L ang get is [the old Mentiris Bellarmine] you do nothing but rail ; but ſaying 
Name nd proving are two things Our Revilers were reſoly'd to fill up their Cha- 
ald be racters, they have (without deſign I am perſwaded) kindly conform d us 
rly b in Cenſures, ro our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Image 
I, bes "3 weareglad to bear in Reproaches. To us, thanks be unto God, it given UT Xe. 
We've in the behalf of Chriſt (for his ſake, and on his account) not only to be- Phil, 1. 29. 
L 


Iſrael, 


praiſe 2 


how much they oblig'd ns by this ſort of Treatment, in very ſpire they'd 
not beftow it on us; bur tis not unuſual for Satan (the Adverſary) ro 
out- ſnoot himſelf in his own BoW; Our Adverſaries, as if they meant to 
make it appear that we do not (as indeed we would not) wrong them in 
their Repreſentation, have juſtify'd every of their Deſcriptions in this 
I while Moderation and Charity is all their Cry, they truly ſhow 
they mean ir only for themſelves ; at other times, when ir ſtands them in no 


ſtead, they'll trample all under their Feet, as RIG DLM cenſuring us in & If. 73. 21. 

Houſes, as they can there awkardly dance (but indeed tis ſaid in Scrip- Eywyuy 

ture, he Satyrs ſhall dance there) and with loud Clamours rending the Piloſi, ſhag- 

Air, with the foremoſt they'll throw the Duſt of Calumm on every Anta- gy hairy 

goniſt, without a grain of Moderation and Charity: Is not this ſeen beyond Creatures. 

all Contradiction in a late Thanksgiving Sermon (full enough of Bombaſt 

Language) wherein all the Cry x | the 1 is Moderation and Charity, 

while the Burden of the Book is Cenſure and Calumny upon ſuch as are a 

whit bigher flown than the Author, tho he is indeed but a ſport Man * — 
| | thinks- 
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Jam innocent, ſurely 


— 


POSTSCRIPT. 


rhinks theſe Creatures fullfil che Charge of a Leader of them If they 


could ſpeak truly, as Diogenes did, trampling upon Plato's rich Bed, 
&* Calco Platonrs faſtum, I tread upon Plato's Pride, it . more juſtly 
* be reply'd, as the latter did, Sed majors faſiu, but you do it with great- 
er Pride. Thus our Enemies ay, you rail, but with greater railing on 
their part: You have no Charity ſay they, hereby diſcovering their utter 
want of it: You are hor they cry, but with far greater heat againſt us;and 
the truth, in the Cauſe whereof they are ſo deteſtably luke-warm, that 
they may well fear, Chriſt will ſpue them out of his Mouth : Oh Trimmer, 
hear what God ſays to rhee | M TRIMMEST thou thy way to ſeek Love, 
therefore haſt thou taught the wicked ones thy ways Net thou ſayeſt becauſe 

2 Anger ſhall turn from me, behold I will plead with 


' thee, becauſe thou ſayeſt I have not ſinn'd : Indeed none are more hard to be 
convinc'd ot Sin than Trimmers, they (as the ſame Learned Author has it) 


pride, Fury, Self- 


by their “ ſtingy Bigotry to a Party, and by the Eminent Vertues of 
. and Cenſoriouſneſs, ro the damning of every 


gBody, that in all things do not think and do as they, render themſelves 


illuſtrious for they II not ſuffer us to praiſe what is good in any, with- 


out laying upon us the Calumny, of going wholy over to ſuch, whoſe 
good only we commend ; and why, I pray, may not a Man praiſe ſome- 


what in the Prelatiſts, without being charg'd by Diſſenters with going 


over to them, when the whole herd of trimming Diſſenters, are crying up 


. "Occaſional Conformity with them? Yer will theſe Trimmers judg us for any 


Rev. 16. 


22.32. 


good word tho never ſo erue, which we ſay of them. Surely to ſuch I may 
well apply the Un- engliſn d Latin Quotation of the former Author. 
Cum tut a pervideas oculs mala Lippus inuntt u, 
Cur in amicorum vitin tam cerns acutum ? 

Which for the fake of rhe Engliſp Reader (tho no Sche/lar) ] ſhall thus 
paraphraſe in our Mother Tongue, | 

Oh purblind Prieſt HOW ſince thy Sights ſo bad, 
At Brother's Blemiſhes art thou ſo mad? 

Indeed one would wonder a Sermon and Preacher repreſented fo extream- 
ty inconſiderable, ſhould prove ſo great a Diſturbance to our lofty Criricks, 
Who taking upon them to condemn us, do clamor againſt us ar ſuch a 
rare, that (ſore againſt their Wills) they raiſe rather than leſſen our Re- 
putation; Verily, were we not WITNESSES to the Truth of Jeſu, 
we ſhould nor ſo torment the Earth 1 Profeſſors] as to make them 
gnaw their very Tongues for Pain, and gnaſh their Teerh with Rage: Miſſz 
non mordet is a true old Saying, there's no Sting where there's no Truth, 
bur Truth is ht as fire, ſharp as a two- edg d Sword, as the Conſciences 
of ſome well know. I ſhall not here attempt ('rwere indeed endleſs and 
doing them too much honour) ro reply to the many abſurd and peeviſh 
Calnmnies in common Tattle, fo liberally caſt upon us: One would 
think the old Epheſian Rout was got together again, ro make no ſmall ſtir 
about this way, ſome cry one thing, and ſome another; the Aſſembly of Oppo- 
ſers ij confus'd. and the moſt part know not well what, or whom, or why they 
Cenſure: Some of theſe whaffling helps (ro uſe a famous Miniſters 

Phraſe) 


fo mer was decaying, waxing old, or ready to vaniſp; and lo Chriſt was 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Phraſe) may ſnarl unnotic d; but if any whom I think worth my white 

to anſwer, ſhall pleaſe to 8 their Objections, I hope we ſhall be 

found of Age to apologize from Writings both Sacred and Common; only 

I ſhall defire, * If any Perſon vouchfafes to give an Anſwer to any * 77h Mr. ; 
© thing I have ſaid, that he would do it fairly by ſetting his Name to it, 

« as I have done —Some waſprſÞ Profeſſors I underſtand (among a Maſs 

of fault finding) would fain have me condemn'd for expoling them 

without medling with the Prelacy : Theſe Cavillers for anſwer I ſhall re- 

mit to Pauls Sentence, What have I to do to judg them that are witbeut, 1 Cor. 5, 
——them that are without God judgeth I have ever apprehended my ſelf 12, 13. 
bound chiefly to teſtify againſt rhe Abominations of Profeſſors, tho hereby 

I expoſe my ſelf not a little, (greater Cenſurers no Man need wiſh to meer 

with) yer ſhall I hold on my I way, and in time haply, may evince more + f. 
plainly, that the generality of theſe are Apeſt ates from their Original Prin- Ia 48. 1,2. 
ciples: What I have ſaid, which ſome will needs fix on ONE deceas d 58. 2 
(cho none being nam d, none ſhould be offended) if it ſuits with his Cha-Ezeck. 2. 4 
racter, as his Admirers by apply ing it to him will perſwade the World, it 4. 1,16. 
is but his due, and little is it ro what I could ſay; I had ſo many greater 43. N 
Opportunities of knowing that Perſon, than moſt of my puny Judges, that Mic. 3.5 12, 


51 2 


"&* 


in return for their Cenſures, I only reply, The poor Creatures bewray their Rom.2.17,29 


own Ignorance ! However what is (aid of this kind, is amply atton d for Tit. 1 9,14 
by the fulſome Flattery of a FLEMMING, and a haughty Dauber (haply Rev. 1. 11. 
for Names ſake) who at the ſame time beſtows Language vilifying enough ©," 


on OTHERS ; how deteſtable is it ro ſee Crcuds of Cloaks, cringe on " 
occaſion in Addreſſes to thoſe, againſt whom they haply in ſecret, open their 25 * 


Mouths in Reproaches ? in truth I think this is the way for ſuch never to 

be credited, ſay they what they will 3 ſome Diſſenters would do well to 

guard their Tongues with reſpect to the Regents Powers, and to remember | 
the _— Counſel, Let every Soul be ſubjett to the Higher Powers the Rom 13.1. 
POWERS THAT BE, are ordain d of God : Is it not a burning Shame, "it 
that if a Man never ſo juſtly, ſpeaks wel of the preſent QUEEN and 
PARLIAMENT, he ſhall be brow beat, and vilifyd by ſuch as cry up the 
late K. for a meer Non-ſuch ? Which indeed he was in ſome ref 

Sure I am, the inſolent Liberty ſome take in their Prate, and Pray-- 
ers, may bring their Liberty into more danger, rhan it will ever. be ex- 
pos d to, by ſeme whom they revile; witneſs the uſe this way a ſevere 
Auther hath lately made, of a noted Latitudinarians talk about Occaſional 
Conformity, That horrible Thing, by which the Prophets of Feruſalem have 
ſent forth Prophaneneſs into all the Land; and againſt which whoſoever 
doth but open his Mouth, ſtrait way he muſt be accus d for a Perxſecutor, tho 
Perſecution is what his Soul moſt of all abhors 1 Oh but ſaith a notable Di- 
viner in a Preface 3 © Chriſt went to the Fewiſh Worſhip, and kept a ſe- 
erate Meeting too; Ergo, Occaſional Conformity is lawful ! Surely this 
Man has been a Prevarricator, or he would never put ſuch a poor Sophiſm 
vpon People: It is true Friend, Chriſt went to the Jem: Worſhip, and 
held ſeparate Meetings, but then both were of Divine Inſtitution, tho' the 


Cir- - 


———— — am ————_ 


f r POS TECRIPT: 


Circumcis'd as well as Baptiz'd, and eat the Paſſover as well as the Lords 
Supper 3 and doſt thou do thus after his Example? He went to the Fews 
Synagogues often to affront the Doctors, and ro draw Diſciples from them; 
and is this thy end in Occaſional Conformity? Fye for ſhame Man, pur up 
ſuch trumpery Excuſes, Now becauſe I thus teſtify againſt the Evil of Oc- 
caſional Conformity, ſome will ſuggeſt, that I am making my Court this way, 
bur in truth ſuch either know me not, or ſpeak not what they know of 
me: I was never by Nature meant, nor by Inc/ination bent for a Courtier: 
Safely may I ſay to ſuch, as the Country- man, in the Leather Doublet, ſaid 
to Jeffries; Asking him what he had for Swearing 3 ———* Truly Sir, 
jf you have no more for ly ing than I have for ſwearing, you might wear 
* a Leather Doubler as well as I, So ſay I, if ſome got no more of the 
World by crying up Occaſional Conformity, than I aim at by declaiming a- 
gainſt ir, they would neither look ſo ſleek and gay, nor keep up their clamor 
very long; but the ſting of theſe Cavillers lies chiefly in their Tails, like the 
Locuſts whoſe Characters they anſwer in all Points, fave only that tho 
Rev. 9. chey are loaded with Womens Hair on their Heads; they can ſcarce be 
| ** ſaid, to have the Faces of Men, 
A Buſhy head, and Beardleſs face 
O monſtrous Sight! Natures diſprace ! 
Lord ſave thy People from this Race, 
That ſhow their Sin with a bare Face ! | 
Rev. 2.19. Surely our Lord hath ſomething againſt thoſe Churches, that ſuffer ſuck 
2 King. 9. Jezabels, Effeminate Men with bare Faces, and bald Heads, tir'd with 
30 Womens Hair, and calling themſelves Prophets, to teach, and ſeduce the 
People, &c. Thus ſpeaking, haply ſome more fond of their Guides than 
of Truth) may be ready to ſtrike me on the Mouth, with a, Revileſt thou Gods 
Acts 22. bigh Prieſts > To whom I would only reply, I wiſt not Brethren that theſe 
1,6, are the high Prieſts, they ſeem rather ro me, to be whited Walls, for ſet- 
ting to judge according to Gods Law; they command things contrary thereto, 
— much it is to be fear d, that the Lord will /mite fach falſe Prophets, 
Rev. 16, with the croaking Frogs that come out of their Mouth, of whom Reader 
ſee thou be none. Let all the World judge who is the moſt uncharitable, 
I for uttering, or mine Enemies for condemning plain Truth, and me for 
it; May J not addreſs them in our Lord Chriſt his Words (which I ſent 
long ſince to a Guide who can ſubſtantially perſecute with the Tongue) If I 
2 Evil, bear witneſs of the Evil ; if well, why — thou me 2? But 
no Words, no not Scripture it (elf, can ſtill the Rage of theſe Balaams 
who like their Fathers of old, cry Peace, Peace, and yet bite with 
their Teeth, and let them bite, and continue to load me with the worſt of 
Charges, (in which Treatment they joyn me however with the moſt Ho- 
nourable of the Nation) let them add to their other Scandals, rhoſe two prime 
thread-bare Charges [of railing and wreſting Scripture] I am content, and 
for the Elects ſake well pleas d to endure all ContradiAions of Sinners, ſe the 
may obtain Salvation which is in Chriſt Feſus with Eternal Glory. 


The 28th of the 10th 
Month, 1702, JOSEPH JACOB, 
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